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PREFATORY NOTE 


This is the nineteenth of a series of reports issued by the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics giving results secured from new enumerative 
sample surveys of farm wages and farm wage rates. The surveys were planned 
and conducted by a Bureau-wide Committee with Louis J. Ducoff as chairman, 
under the general direction of Conrad Taeuber. Members of the Wage Project 
Committee were as.follows: Glen T. Barton, Emerson M. Brooks, Charles F. 
Cannell, Charles A. Gibbons, Margaret Jarman Hagood, Roger F. Hale, Earl E. 
Houseman, Barbara B. Reagan. The State Agricultural Statisticians cooperated 
in the field operations of the survey. 


The surveys include collection of information on wages and wage rates 
of all workers hired on a national sample of 20,000 farms during specified 
weeks of the year. This report gives information on wages, costs and labor 
hired by type of farm and type of work. In addition to reports on the 
national surveys, reports in this series have been issued on wages of season- 
al labor in special crop areas of several States. 
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Workers ere hired. * Both ne annual ‘amount of labor hired per farm and 
the average number ci repuler end seasonal workers employed in the early 
Spring, late Svoring and fa a of cose are discussed...) Hor the} farl ithe 

amount of lebor bi red is comparcd with the family labor used per ee 


a7) 
weil 


Although supplementary mater 
Agriculture and other sources, this 
from Nationaade enumerea tive le 
by the Bureau of 
information on a 


SAMY 


We ibs 


2 


hared farm working force, and wege d 
fines OD wth year, Barlier ronorts 
employment picture for the country 
graphic regions — the Northesect, 
the thiru week oi March, May and. be 


“Aericultural: Economics. 
national end regional basis as te 


ial is drawn’ from the 1945 Census of 
report is primarily besed on data 
surveys on agricultural labor made 
Ly, These surveys obtained new 
the composition of the 


Lipsrentials in. agriculture 4, verLous 
in’ this, serles) presented ay wege and 
Ss a whole and for the four mejor geo- 


North Central, South, and West —— in 


iG 


fa 


tember, 1945. 2/ 


The purpese of this revort, is: to jlvae the wage structure in 
gric.lture within each of the major Sse farhing reesions with 
Special réfcrence to types of farms end the types of WORK done by hired 
farm workers. <A map showing these regions is on the. next pagc. The 
first section of the report shows where the greatest amounts of ferm 
lever @re hired and the level of wages paid in-each region. . Bach of 
the following sections \jeals with one oi the mayor trpe-oi- forming 
regions, showing the wage and employment picture there and describing 
tnewtarm work, thé agricultural practices, ‘end.other related character- 
istics. Tables presenting dat= from the Bureveu of Agricultural Economics 
Nation-wide enumcrative sample surveys on agriculturel labor in the region 
are included in each section. An index of the tebles snd charts follows 
the Appendix. 
See the Appendix for e@ discussion ofthe coverage of the surveys and 
the reliability of cstimates.” . 
ay Reports Numbers 4, 7 and 16 in the scrics, Surveys of weges and Tage 
Retes in Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Economics; other reports. 
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1. RECICNAL CCMPARISCNS 


The amount of labor used on a fari is closely tied in with the 
type of farm cpereted. The kinds of hired, ferm labor needed, the time 
of yeer thet workers are hired, end the jcbs they do vary somewhat within 

perticular type of farm, but vary widely from once type to another. 
For instance, farmers with livestock as their primary enterprise necd 
é relatively constant amount of labor through the year. Some of these 
farmers and their families czn provide the necessary labor. Others 
have too lerge an ent-rprise to handle with the femily lebor slone and 
hire reguiar workers. @n the other hand, many farmers with speciclty 
erops, such as truck, fruit or raean which require large amounts of 
Zabor in a fairly sl hort period must depend on hiring short-time seasonal 
term workers, 


The wages farmers pay are closely related to the kind of work to 
be done which is largely determined by the type of farm operzted. Some 


jobs are customarily paid more than others. Not only the level of wages, 
out the mode of payment is often set by the type of work. Cotton picking 
is usually paid for at a rate per hundred pounds, but cotton chopping 

oS paid tor Ata daily rate, ~The type ae rate peid for 2a particular job 
also varies i rom section to section. ‘Many daipy workers in the easterr 
pert of the ibiry Region are paid Bey rates or weekly rates, often 
with room and meals furnished without charge. In the part of the Dairy 
Region in the Middie West, weekly rates are not -commonly paid dairy 
workers, In the Los Angeles area, most of the dairy workers are paid 
either monthiy-or hourly rates, and 2re seldom furmished room and meals. 


The Mejor Type-of—Parming Regions of the United States 


e 
ine country is. divided inte & mejor regions.on the Ee ty. or the 


mejor types of jarming within «ech region. 3/ (See the mép on pege 2.) 
Within each region, of course, there is considerable ase in the 


types of farms, especially in the border are“s where one region merges 
into enother.. These veriations will be discussed, in relation to agricule 
furet obor in the following. sections... However, thé major type of farm 
influences the economic life of the rural Seaybe errough that the regions 
Neve identifisble charzscteristics, and each région is materially different 
from the others. These regions proviie & good basis tor: the, study of 
agricultural employment and wages since both ars related to the trve of 
farm. 


Corn Belt is one of the most fertile farming regions in the 
country. This area leads in livestock production and is widely knom 
for its advantages in corn production. sAbout 900,000 farm operators, 
Or a viittile Jess. then 4 sixth of the total number in the country, are 
in the Corn Belt (teble 2). In 1944, they produced nearly a fourth of 
Peer countey's toLel valve of faimrproducts. Of the 13 million people 
in this area in 1940, about a third lived on farms. farm operator 
families there, slong with those in the leiry ond Wheat Regions, had 


3/ & special adaptation worked out in 1944 on a county boundary basis 
by the Division of Farm herveent ent and Costs, Bureau of Agricultura 
Economics 


Ree ae 


aaa eee a Teer of ieving! “in 1945. than in any ther majo 
“foming region except the western Speci alty- Crop Arces. Lf OF ait 


ee Com end livestock farms are dominent in the central pert of the 
' Corn Belt, with the types of ferms more varied in the less fertile fringe 
“areas. Wheat farms arc quite common in the western fringe; small, sub- 
~sistence units in the southerm pert of the belt; and dairying in the 
eastern and northern sections. Deiry farming in this area is increasing 
near the industriel ctntsrs. Harms specializing in truck near commercial 
Ganneries are also commen in the fringe areas. 


Cotton dominates the feming practices and the seasone1 pattern of. 
h lebor r: squiLrements of the Cotton Belt, which covers one-sixth of the 
- country and in 1940, included nearly 4 third of the farm nopuiation. 
Only = fourth of th: acres in crops in the region wes planted to cotton . 
in 1944, but nearly 60 percent of the farmers had cotton es their primery 
sh product. Although: some of the cotton farms are becoming mechanized, 
especially in the western part of the Pine hend labor is still important 
through most’ of the region. ‘The avereg: farm in the region had only 6533) 
worth of mechinery end equipment in 1945. Hend methods of production — 
mea in that large numbers of workers are needed. The plantation system 
mg with its large number of sma 1 1 units operated by sharecroppers or other 
_ tenants iS nost prevalent int the Delta.’ In this report,’ each unit) has 
‘been considered a ferm. The veluc of products sold per Cotton Belt, form), 
in 1944 wes only about $1,800; the be acs t avere’ge of any of the comnerci2l 
' type-of-farming regions. 
/ 
The Dairy Region includes most of the chief milk producing areas 
_ of the’ eastern’ and central part of the countrys Macho the weezon 1s 
made up of the milk sheds for large population ' centers, Nearly ‘700, 000 
farm operators there, or a little more than 10 percent of all the farmers 
in the United ae bene produced 10 percent of the totel value of farm 
products in 1944. eli vovey hale Of whe. Wein ons anh tie region got the 
~ largest part of their ferm income from dairying in 1945. Income from 
_ dairying is fairly steady through the year, and the average 1945 level 
of living index of farm operator families in the region wes one of the 
highest in id country. In 1940, farm people made up a smeller pro- 
portion of the total populetion in this région than in any other. Since 
the dairy fevers in the Exst are so close to large populetion centers, 
‘the competition between farmers and urban employers for hired workers 
vis, pty greater than in many other areas, 


“the Generzl and Seli-sufficing Region is in the east central ani 
of the country, south of the leiry and Com Belt and north of the Cotto 
Belt, Much of it is in the Southern Appalechians and Ozark Mountains, 
which lergely accounts for the prevalence of small farms which produces 
primarily for home use. Of a little more importance in the commercial 
ete are the generel Ne which are more eicneg near the urban areas” 
these general fa mers have several 


ee family Level i ee Tideces for Counties of the | 


United States, 1940 and 1945, © a se ey oe G., Mey. 
194 ‘ \ ae é p eit 
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important enterprises such as hry; corn, poultry, cattle, or dairy 
products. 5/ There are some specialized types of farms in the region, 
one of the most important of which is tobacco. Ibirying is becoming 
incre singly importent around the citizs. A few other farmers speciclize 
in truck, potatocs or fruit. Farms are smell, on the average, and the 
average value oi products sold in 1944 was about 31,600. This does not 
include the value of products produced for home use, which averaged 
about »340 per fam. Farmers do more ofi-ftrm work to add to their 
income then in sny other region. Not only are farms small in size, 

but little machinery is used and the soil in man: places is badly eroded 
and depleted. lMuch of the lend is in timber. 


The Renge-livestock Region is an irregular area stretching from 
Mexico to Canada and covering about one-third of the United States. 
The density of the population is the lowest of any part of the country. 
Less than 3 percent of the population lived there in 1940. Many ranchers 
and hired hands live in the small towns, A third of the population lived 
in rural-nonfarm areas in 1940, the largest proportion for any type-of-— 
farming region. The number of acres per farm is’ larger than in any other 
region. The types of farms are diverse, Cattle, sheep and goat ranches 
are in the Southwest, Cattle ranches, wheat, hay and some sugar beet 
farms are in the Great Plains, Some of the farms are wholly or partially 
irrigated. ‘Small subsistence units, many operated by Indians and Svanish- 
Americans, are in New Mexico. In addition, there are some irrigated farms 
n the region with cotton or truck as the vrincival product. 


with most ot the production, in-irrigeted vaileys. Nearly thrce—fourths 

of the farms were irrigated in 1940. The largest part of the region is 
made up of the irrigsted areas of G@lifornia. Netrl: all of the farmers 
ere specialty producers of such crops “s fruit, truck, cotton, sugar 

beets or élfalfa. Large scale, industritlized farms produce the largest 
part of the commercial crop. More than 2 third of the crop land harvested 
oy Caletoriia an 1944 was. on Tarms' of 1,000 acres or more. The average 
farmer had $2,000 worth of machinery and equinoment and had a gross cash 
farm income of over $9,000, the highest of any region. Only 4 percent 


of the ferms and ot the farm populetion of the country was in this region 
in, 1945. 


The jestem weoccisity Crop Areas ere moue upror pirts of ‘9 States 
b 


Nearly two-thirds of the 1944 wheet crop in the United States 

was grown in the Wheat Region which is made up cf three separete arecs. 
The winter wheat area centers around Nestern Kenses, and the spring wheat 
ere@ around North Dakota. soth spring and winter wheat sre grown in the 
third area which is made uo of scattered areas of the Northwest — the 
folumbia Basin, "Big Bend,* end Palouse areas. Wheat is one: of the few 
crops that it is dtoneus cat to grow in these ay of ode country be- 
eause cf the light and irreguler rainfall. Since the weather is uncer— 
tain, wheat farming is highly speculative. # larger eS of the 
people were living on farms in 1940 than in any other major region except 
the Cotton Belt. Farming is highly mechanized. In 1945, the everage 


No ene teeneral farm" has been set up in this report. 
ms hove been classified according to the principal source of 
come. 


USE OF HIRED FARM LABOR IN 1945 BY TYPE-OF-FARMING 
REGIONS OF THE UNITED STATES 


FARMS IN 1945: 
WITHOUT HIRED LABOR WITH HIRED LABOR 
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Each symbol represents 1 percent of the man-days of farm labor hired in 1945 
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farmer had neerly $2,500 worth of machinery end equipment, the most of 
any region. Three-fourths of the famers hed tractors, a higher propor- 
_ tion than in eny other major type-of-farming region. The everage value 
of fexrm products sold per farm was next to the highest in the country. 


The Residual Areas are made up of scattered Sections along the 
Bast. Coast, the Gulf, th: Northwest Pacific Gast, the.Great Lekes Area, 

-and in the South. nese areas are not similar to “the - ‘adjacent type-of— 

; farming regions, but are not big enough for each to be considered a major 
region. The farms vary widely as to size and/type. ‘There are citrus 
growers in Florida and the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas, fruit growers 

rae along the Michigen Shore, and potato growers in Aroostook County, Maine 

ves Truck, berry ,s rice and suger cene growers are along the Gulf of Mexicos 
ee the Southeast sre the intensive tobacco growing sections. On the other ~ 
hand, many fermers with small unite produce primarily for home use in the 
cut—over area of Michigen and other areas in this region. " 


Regional Differences in Use of Hired Farm labor: 


The use of hired labor varies widely emong the mejor type-of- 
farming regions. Most of the farms in the Corn-Belt are eperated primarily ~ 
with family lebor, Although neeriy helf of the farmers. in the region 
hired some labor in 1945, the aversge was only about 5 man-months (teble 
1). This wes the lowest aversge for the commercial type-of—farming 
regions. The proportion of farmers hiring lebor in the General end Self- 
Sufficing Region wes lower, but the sverege amount of labor which they 
hired was only a little less than for the Corn Belt. 


Although most farms. in the Dairy Region also sre operated primarily’. 
with family lebor, the labor input during the year is greater than for 
_ | farms of the Corn Belt. In September the aversge number of unpeid family 
workers per farm and the number of hired workers per farm were slightly 
higher in.the Deiry Region. The total man-—days ot hired lebor used during 
the year per farm was 80 percent higher.on farms in the eae 4 Region, - 
In terms of value of products per farm in 1944, the average for the Dairy 
Region was $3,400 comnared with $4,800 for the Corn Belt. “(mn the Dairy. 
- Region, only 29 percent of the farms produced over $4,000 worth of pro- 
_ ducts in 1944, compared with 42 percent in the Corn Belt.) The fect a 
' . that meny more rural residents ere quasi-farmers in the Dairy Region ex- 
* plains'in es large part why the average value of production per farm is 
lower than in the Com Belb. Nearly a fourth of the farm operators in 
the Lairy Region renorted 100 or more deys of off-farm work in 1944... 


Farmers in the wéstcrn Spscislty Crop Areas used the most hired 
Bs labor per farm. Three-fourths of the farmers hired labor during 1945, 
end they avereged over 400 man-days per farm. Chort—time seasonal labor, 
often in crews, was the niost common type employed. The large specialty 
farmers were the biggest users cf hired Tnbor.) Over Halt.cf-theviams 
devor' hired in 21925 nere ves used on farms\hiring 4 or more man—years ms 
(table 3). Nearly 10 percent of the ferners used\ithis much labor during 
the year. This was a Stee proportion than in any other region. Buti 
the number Ok farmers who used 1,000 or more man.days of hired labor Ciey . 
- man years) duri ame, the pacer ee face as high in He Cotton Belt as in the — 
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‘In some of the’ studies done in the Depertment of oor on 
pei y end nenfamily sized farms, 2 man-yerrs or 500 man-days of hired — 
labor has been set as the upper limit for the famioy farm. | 5 srea ten 
number of farmers hiring 2 or more mén-years of labor in 19.45 were an 

"the Cotton Belt than in any other region. About half as many were mem 
this amount of labor in the Residual Areas and in the “este Specie buy 
Crop Areas, and about a third this wany in the. ‘Deiry iegion. In the 
country asa whole, only 3 percent of the farm:rs hired 2 or more man- 
“yeers of labor, but they hired over half of the total man-deys. On the 
other. hand, 45 (EOS of the farmers hired less than 2. man-years Otay 
_ hired labor Pat farm. ; 


‘Regional Differences in Vage eee 


pre Wages oe farm work were Paaheet in'the Western Specialty Region 

and lowest in the Cotton Belt end the General and Sclf—Sufficing Region. 
Tre annual average cost of a day ot farw work wes neerly $6.50 a dey in 
the Yiestern Specialty Crop Areas, and only ee out 32. 50 a day in the two. 
>lowest, Farmers who hired labor. had an average annual wage bill-of a 
“little more than 2,500 in 1945 in the Ven jeunes Crop Areas, 
“out tess anan 6450 in’ the) Cotten Belt. The weee bill: cf- the average 
Western Specialty farmer was ebout 20 percent of the value of farm ree 
ducts sold, The wage bill of the average farmer in other regions was | 

about lO percent cf his cash farm sales, except in the Corn Belt- where 

- itiwas only 5: percent. He 


ee 
. Next to the Cotton Belt and the General and Self-Sufficing Region, — 

farmers in the “airy Region paid the aks st daily weges, on the average. | 
The average work day was eee in the ie es a ake over He 
hours a. day (table 6). 

were about as low es in the pan tivo regions in a nove 
works rs on dairy ferms in the North were foirened more perquisites. than | 

workers in the South (table 7). During the three 1945 survey periods, ! 
‘the averege work day in the other regions was. over 83 hours a day, except 
thet it was. less in the Western ope patty Crop Areas in Merch, HERI \Si 


bt 


ae eee the year, average wages paid increased seasonally Fel 
~ weges tended to be about a third higher then those paid in ia) spring 
of 1945, although the increase was less in the western Specialty Crop 
Areas and in the Range-Livestock Region. This increase was caused by 
_ pressure” for edditional Was during a relatively short period, and 
henges in the type of work done and in the type of worker hired, Harvest 
debs were usually paid Hes higher rate than spring work or general farm 
Crew workers end Baar short-time seasonal workers were commonly 
ired for harvest work. They tended to receive higher cash waves than 
eealer» workers, but less in perquisites and less in terms of security — 
anaes Agee were wa Mad sia ns (aia yon, and outside 


part of the incrense: in -wages ene pee to yas in 
‘3 of regular. workers. This was probeb 
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i eee os ee 
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increase for seasonal workers and. the upward pena of We tee Teen pm 
wages, Throughout the war and up to the summer of 1947, the trend in> 
wage rates has been upward for regular workers. 6/ 


_ In the Com Belt and the “airy und “heat Regions, well over half 
of the reguler hired hands were paid monthly rates in eee May and. 
September, 1945 (table 8). Nearly as large a proportion of the regular — 
workers in the, Range-Livestock and Western Specialty Crop Are: s were paid 
this type of rate, But in the regions primarily in the South — the 
Cotton Belt, the General and Self—sufficing Region and the Residual 
Areas — a daily rate was the most common type paid regular workers. 


The average monthly rate (without 2 or more meals daily) ae 
regular workers was about yl0O in the Corn Bslt and Dairy Region, about 
6130 in the Ren eae ae ae Region, and ciee $170 in the Western ~ 
Specialty Crop Areas in 1945. If it is assumed that regular workers paid 
daily rates worked 25 days a month, the atte equivalent of the daily 
rate without two or more meals was about $65 in the Cotton Belt and $55 
in the General end Self-Sufficing Region. Many of the regular workers 
who did nad receive 2 or more regular meals were furnished houses. 

The Dairy Region was the only major type-of-—farming region where 
the number of reguler workers exceeded the number of seasonal workers 
in March. May and Sentember 1945. Seasonal workers exceeded regular 
workers in ell three survey periods in the Western Specialty Crop Areas,_ 
and in the Residual Areas, and in May and September in the Cotton Belt 
and Hange-Livestock Region. Mhily retes were the common mode of payment 
for seasonal workers for cotton chopping, snd piece rates for cotton 
picking. In the Western Snecialty Crop Areas and in the Range—Livesto ck _ 
Region, hourly rates and piece rates were most often paid seasonal 
workers. Many seasonal workers did not receive any major perquisite. 
However, some were furrished rocms or lodging in bunk houses in the 
Western Regions. In the Cotton Belt and other Scutherm regions, some 
seasonal workers received houses or perquisites and some were furnished 
one meal a day. : 


The types of piece rates paid vary so much that wage levels can 
be best.compared in terms of the average earnings oi the workers. Of the™ 
other types of rates comronly paid sea po Es the average hourly — 
rate in the Western Specialty Crop Areas was higher than in the Range, 
The aver2age daily rate peid seasonal workers in the Cotton Pelt was a 
little higher than in the General and Self-Sufficing Region. The annual 
average cost of a day of farm work in 1945, however, was the same in 
these two regions 


by. See trend in monthly rates in Ferm Labor, issued monthly by the 
a of Agricultural Economics 
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Porcentaee 


aes : nea uy ee 
Region and type : Daily : Cash : Total : workers” : 
: of farm i wade OL oer adaa.ry : daily . receiving | os 
x sperquisites : wages 3 wages 2/ : te 
: Dolbars 3. Dollars...) Dollars 35 “Fercents 
Northeast : 
Dairy 1.40 Zep ome 3.95 88 
ae Poultry 91 3.10 4.00 62 ae 
Res Truck TE SSAA laa Caen 4.75 = AOS are 
i Potato | 1832 6.15 EOS Nase ale 
North Central ys : 
Fe fp Wed Py: sl! 2030 3.80 98 
re, Com 1.00 4 05 5.05 73 
; Wheat 3/ “gh aes Pehle 5.05 hae AOR 
es Cattle ai Sige ihe BE ee aay 4i30-e HET 
Bee Hog loon 2.65 Bi95, Doe 
i Ik South h 
eee ~ Cotton 048 2625 Aa tD ae : 
Tobacco 521 2.25 2.45 | a ae 
Corn — other crop . POs 24 50 +3500 .) 63 ; 
Theat 3/ Ais 3.65 - hs.0 2 775 


West 
Dairy 66 5.70 6.35 5 aaa 
Fruit . ah 7.40 Va/0 PRA AS Cap) 
Hay--- | 229 SO0F so) at oe Ome ay ee e 
Cattle Le7 405 5.30 Sid eee ie 
Truck 43 BO se 5.95 Tl eee 
Sheep sen cy: - 7,00 Sees a tees SA Cea 


OO A ———eseres Spe 


Wh Excludes shavachonsecs and tenants working as hired fam laborers 
May 20-26, 1945, on their landlords! units and custom workers enploye 
this Meeicl oo 
 2/ Cash daily wages and total daily wages heve been rounded to the = 
nearest nickel. . | a ae 
Bf Includes a few farms with grain other than wheat or corm 2s. ‘the | 
__ principal product. 


1 


‘Estimates based on data from enumerat tive sam ple survey of the Pureau 
of Agricultural Economics. 


cate &,-Average 
Ww rorkers 


cash wage 


rates end proportion of 


anak 


Cassi 


ml hy a 


regular and 


seasonal 


che a type of rate, major type-of-rarming 


regions, sehected weeks of 1945 ads 
: Merch pie a Mey 20-26 0. 
Type-o f-farming Ree ronnTOnKen AveragesiWorkers:Average Wor 
type of worker, and eipaday (eeashs 2 padd-s. ¢ ca sh : 
mode of payment as :type of: wage stype of: wege : wage 
rake we ylaue o (er Tabe ws ravens rate s rate 
Rercent Dollars Percent Iptiars re rcent Dbllars 
Corn Belt 160 — 100 — 100 - 
Regular workers 16 - 59 oe 33 - 
Month with meals § 66.60 aha PrAS6 0 8 73620 
Month without’ meals Pla ORO LT LOS LY 97.00 
Tay without meals 16 3.35 6 BE50 3 3.80 
Hour without meals iL el 5 Mote 4 60 
Other rates 17, - 20 ~ 7 - 
Seasonal workers 2h al vA — 67 — 
tay with meals fs 2-90 8 ss @) 3 3585 
Day without meals & 3.60 2 270 3 4.45 
Hour without meals B ¢) 1G AL 9 poe 
Piece rates 2 _ ah - 47 -- 
Other rates yy - 10 5 - 
Cotton Belt 100 _ 100 _ LOO ~ 
Regular workers 52 - 26 _ 9 - 
Month without meals 5 70.40 $! wie t 83.90 
Week without meals 5 14.70 3 20.40 1 LAV50 
Day with meals 4 2060 2 9225 1 2000 
Lay without meals Paes Pap ats 13 2265 yA 2480 
Hour without meals 8 +28 2 230 4/ 3/ 
Other rates 6 - 2 — 2 = 
Seasonal workers AS) ~ A - gl - 
Dey with mce2ls 2 ied 4 Ae 30 L aa 
Davy without meals pis, Zee 53 Ue: 13 AuDD 
Heur without meals 3 ah 16 028 ZL 133 
Piece rates 20 - ed - 72 - 
Other rates Me - i - sds — 
Dairy Region 130 - LOO - LOC _ 
Regular eda 2 _ Sk - ei - 
Month with meals 39 56.50 42 59.40 29 LOL 40 
Noel ths without meals 1 99.10 16 101.60 12 101. 30 
Week with meals 3 £3430 9 15.20 5 14.90 
Week without meals SOL) ee PIAS, 9 29.50 5 30.40 
Hour without meals 4 AS 3 745 2 2 
Other rates & - 5 - 4 _ 
Seasonal workers 18 — iG ~ 4,3 
Month with meals P) 3/ 3 TOCLO 3 62. 30 
Dax without meals 3 fata 2 Lio 3 5.20 
Hour without meals ye OL 5 aye 20 Bs: 
Picce rates c RY Yin - Ly. -- 5 - 
Other rates 8 # 6 = 12 ae 


~~ (Continued) 


} 


Table 6,.—Average cash were vetes aad proportion of regul 


‘Western Specialty Crop Areas 100 = 100 i AS OO) at 


workers receiving eech type of rate, major type- 
regicns, selected weeks of 1945 1/ Seiki 


13 March 1S One gh Mey Donat eioeprenbee eS 
Type-oi~ farming regiongWorkers:Avercce: Yorkers pAverare tor! rkers sAverase 
type of worker, end... ,. paleo. 3 Cashy 13: Dai dews) ca shi spa Cachan. 
mode of payment 2/ stype of: wage Soo of: wage stipe or: wage 

s rate 5 rate +3 be: serates \s rate. vied ve rua 

Tey Te Lollars Percent ibiiars ~ 


General and Self—Suffic-— eae 
ing Region 100 - 160 = 100 Deals 2 , 
Regular workers 59 “a Hoe ees 3 


9 — 
Month with meals 10 57,.00' 20 49.60 8 53.50 
Month without meals ee 69, 320 LO oes Satoh: $0.20 52 
Week with meals Hey 12.50 6 Ta.40 5 12.80. 
Week without meals 6 22200 5 25.60 5 26. Boe ae 
Tay without meals 13 1.80 15 2.25 eae 22058 
Hour without meals g Glen . 36 3 oe 
Other rates Ne - ge - pers eae, 
Seasonal workers AY _ Lh, ~ 61 
Tay with meals if Be ned ne ale: 3) 2.40 5 soe 5s 
Day without meals 19 owl mk: aE G) 28 “DU h Gem 
Jour without meals 10 43 10 - 33 138 Lom 
Other rates . eS _ 5 _- LO - 
Range—Livestock Region 100 aoe 106 - 100 _ 
Regular workers 3 as a kesO 36 Saree 
Month with meals i 101.40 14 110.50 TN OU Oe 
Month without meals 20 12550 ye L338. Se) 5 “1B a 
Day without meals ity His: 9 wets kay fe) pS, Ae ee 
Other rates ele pap meet i. eR = 10 Vanes 
Seasonal workers ee 7: - 6 — Vinee" ee a 
Tey with meals 2 af 6 VARs 5 AOS 
Tey without meals a De PL? i STOR ee ae ae 
Hour without meals “14 Bs Raia ak page) vindad rete G 
Piece retes ie a9 _ Pas —a 30 -_ 
Other: rates 4 = 12 ~ ks - 


Regular workers vA ~ pi = LZ ees 
Month with meals \ 6 136.40 6 £35.70 ca Loe 
Month without meals 9 164.36 7 168).770'% 5 a 
“Hour without meals 13 379 9 Parse Wea dis gi hl ; 
Other rates 6 yi 6 ae zy 
Seasonal workers 66 v 76 86° 
Dey without meals 3f 3 5.00 2 


a 
Hour without meals 58 
Piece rates 4 
Other retes j 23 


esuler and seasonal 


Table 8.—-Averege eee wege rates and proportion of .r 
Cc Ye or eo ene 
4 s 


workers receiving act 12) .O8 rate y Me 
regions, selected weeks of 1945 1/ (Con 


: Merch 18-24 Mey 20-26 sSentember 16-22 
Po a = s bac RN TOT REYES EP LOMA ESI SE eo a PETE IEEE IPT (EC, 
Type-of—ferming region, :Workers:Average:Workers Average Workers: Average 
type: of worker, and pel. wero (PAL it) Gash id. Pad. Ls omen 
mode of payment 2 rtype of: wege’ stype of: wage :type of: wage 

Sea e ee) ae 0G. us awe hee be ets 

Percent Dollars Percent ‘Dollars Percent Dollars 


Wheat Region 

Regular workers 
Month with meals 
Month without meals 
Hour without meals 
Other rates 

Seasonal workers 
khour without meals 


tJ 
© 


“i 100 Ole LOO - 
29 ~ 
12° = 10252 


mm 
ike 


FI! OE AD Oe DS 
WT SSS 1) CON &) 
e 
~~ 
WN 
fo 
i 


Piece rates ~ — 2 - eoe - 
Other rates 2 _ ey - Bf - 
a 
Residual Areas 100 - 109 _ 10 ~ 
Regular worker 46 ~ 45 — z - 
Month with meals ie 53.20 Me 60.60 55.40 
Month without meals 7 Sae10 i 273/70 $7.20 


Week with meals , 
Week without meels 7 Ps AS) C 22 40 
Dey without meels ee 
Hour without meals a 
Other rates 
seasonal workers 5 
lay without meals 2 
Hour withvuut meels 2 
Piece rates de - fe - 40 - 
Other rates 6: 


O 
° 
fea) 
e 
OXwD 
ne) 
oO 
Oo 
) 
Gp Coc eS LAD Go Rae 
raed 
oO 
ea 
Ss 


oO 3} 
f 
WN 
i 


eee 


L/ Excludes rates peid custom workers. ; 

2/ Regular workers are those the farmer recorted he would employ for 150 
days or more during 1945. Seasonal workers ére those he reported he would 
emaloy less than 150 days during 1945... This letter croup includes sone 
workers for whom expected durztion of sages ment wes not. reported, the 
mijority of whom were short-time sessona L laborers wor Kinga enews, te 
woom this informetion was not requested, Rates with meals cre those with 
two or more regular meels furnished per day. Hates without méeZls include 
Some. Accompanied by one mesl per dey. 

3/ Estimates not shown because there were too few cases in the sample 
earths class, 

we, Less then 0.5 percent. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of 
Agricultural. Economics. 
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2. COR’ BELT 


Farms operated primarily with; family labor and producing for the 
commercial market are probably more common in the Corn Belt than in any 
other eee ee region. the average size farm in this region in 
1945 was a little over a quarter of a section, most.of which was in creps 
or OY Day et St estimated that family workers supplied the majority 
of the labor inout on over 90 percent of the farms. Forty-five percent 
of the farmers hired some labor during 1945, but they used an everage of 
only 125-man—days during the year (shleD). This was anporeximetely 
equivalent to ¢ (ea hired hand during the summer ind early fell, or 
several <M ed workers: for a shorter period to help with. the 
harvest work. 


The seasonal pattern of work on most farms in this region. pro- 
vides year-round employment for the operetor and his scons with a small 
amount of hired labor at peak periods. On ccorn-livestock farms, for 
example, corn and other crops, such as né@ts, hay, scy- beans, and some 
Wheat, @re grow in rotation to help méintain Soil fertilziy. + Hegs;, 
cattle, poultry, and sometimes shcep, ere complementary onterprises. 
Aimost half of the crop acres in the Corn Balt were planted in ‘corn in 
1942. About three-fourths of ‘the crop wes used as seed or-fed.to live- 
stock on the terms where it wes grown. 2/ Food products ere produced for 
family use in addition to the commercial erops. Only about .10 percent 
of the farm operators in the Corn Belt worked 100 days or more. cff the 
farm in 1944. Next to the whect Hegion, this was the lowest proportion. 


A higher proportion of the farm work wes done by family labor in 
this Belt than in any other commercial type-of-farming region. 8/ Farm 
work is so diversified that he young boys in the family can help, Farm 
women customarily do little field work in this region, but often help 
with milking, care for poultry or other Livestock, and work-in the garden, - 
in September, 8 out of every 10 farm workers were operators or unpoeid 

family workers (table 15). 


More of the hired-iarm workers in the Com Belt than in any other 
“3 


region were relatives of the farm operator employing them. 9/ This adds 
to the general impression thet the typical Corn Belt farm is a fanily farm. 
some of the relatives wo riciag, for cash weges were hired ss regular hands; 


re hi 

others were hired only for short periods to meet pcak: sesscnal needs, About 
a fiith of the hired farm workers ee september were related to the 
employing farmétr. : 


Farms with lebor requirements that can be met ee BeLy De baat 
temo nave been dominant in the Corn: belt since, the e 


c, Farm Production, Farm Disposition, and: Value of Principal Crops, 

boas, Suri her. Econ., ae ea Prine Board, jashineton, ea hate 

May 1946 ee ean 

8/ Farmers in the Dairy and “heat Regions h 
of farm labor’ supplied by family wo kere in 

as a whole they used considerably more hired 

in the Corn Belt. 
9/ A worker who did some farm work fo 
Some aS an unpaid family worker was cl 


d nearly as high a proportia 
i entember, but for the year 
te labor: per farm then. farmers, 
r pay during the survey week and 
assifiedias a hired farm workers 


Table D.-Distribution of farms and man-days of hired labor used during 
year, and the average man-days of hired labor used per ey hale 
by type of farm, Corn Belt, 1945 


: Total :Average :Percent of: Aveveeen man— 
:man—days:man-days: all farms:days of hired 
:of hired:of hired: reporting:labor per farm 


ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Type of : Labor .:,labor-..cssome hired: | reporting. 
farm Farms : used  :per farm: labor in : hired labor 
eth:  #in 1945 sin 1945 3 1945 ¢ . dn 1945 
Percent Percent Number Percent Number 
Corn Belt, all farms 100 100 60 45 125 
Dairy 12 pe Aor Oey 47 93 
Poultry 4 2 34 28 119 
Cattle 13 18 76 49. aon 2 Met 
Hog ee dh Dat 49 56 86 
Corn—livestock 6 6 53 53 99 
Com-—other crop Duy au 50 AY 101 
Wheat 1/ 5 8 82 49 16 
Other — by at 20 93 ae LSOuae 


a mrnatudsa a few fams with grain other than wheat or corn as the 
principal product. 


“Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. ar 


Table 1L,—Number of family and hired workers employed on corn-other crop 
farms, classified by man-days of hired labor used during the 
year, Corn Belt, September 16-22, 1945 1/ 


:Average employment per farm, September ops. 


Man—days of hired Percents: :Unpaid ; wa saith ge Ao! 


labor used of : Total : :fomily : Hired :workers as 
in 1945 farms svorkers:Operator :members:workers:percent of 
: : pus : : total 
Percent “Number Number Number Number Percent 
Corn-other crop fams 100 Wee Mayen fren: 2s mW aNen i 
No hired labor 50 flicueaae 0°93 eae ) 2 
1-74 man—dayys 35 ib Prs e) 98 420) An dante 9 
75-374 man-days 1 1.63 97 ab) 49 30 
375 or more man-days 3 3/ ici hilin Seach eS 3/ 3/ 


1/ Includes custom workers. 
2/ Who worked 15 hours or more on the on pers during the week, . 
3/ Estimate not shown because there were too few cases in the sample 
in this class. 


“Estimates. based on data from enunerative sample survey of the Bureau 
_ Agricultural Ven ; Saati ta Bia acs eene 
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this area. . This was influenced by the Pre-emption Law of 1841 and the 
Homestead Act of 1862, which contributed to the division of land into 
units small enough for individual family holdings but lergé enough for 
commercial production. These two acts particularly influenced the 
Settling of the western part of, the Com Belt. The railroads and the 
large population centers in the Bast developed rapidly at the same time 
the Com Selt was being settled. Thus, the carly homesteads had both 
growing markets and transportation facibities for their products which 
contributed to their fast growth from subsistence units to family farms 
producing for the commercial market. The topography of the crea also 
facilitated this change. Large areas of rolling prairie did not need 
drainége or irrigation, and were ready for the plow and the successive 
new types of farm machinery. which were. most usable on flet or rolling 
lend. Settlement of. this region was slow until after 1830, with most 
of the early subsistence units producing wheat. By 1&60, however, most 
of the farms were family mits producing corn and livestock for the 
commerciel market end the top five corn producing States were in.the 
Corn Belt. LO/f 


S 3 % San the, Com 
Belt is ¢ family enterprise. ~In September when labor requirements were 
relatively high, the average number of workers employed per farm varied 


little between the major types of farms. It varied only froma low of 
t.3,0n* corm.farmé with other crops as the secondary source of ,tarmintome 
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and on, poultry farms to a high of 1.8 workers per farm.on-hog and -com— 
livestock farms. Both the Pte of unpaid family workers and the number 
of hired workers per farm were higher on the latter type of ferm. The 
farmer with corn and ancther crop.as ths two mejor sources of farm income 
had the most cummon type of farm in the belt. Nearly a third of the 
farmers had tnis combinetion of enterprises in 1945. 


Over helf of the -farmers:vitn corm and other crops used no ‘hired 
labor during the yeer (tebhe 11). Mest-of them nad -50acvres or more) am 
croos. The total number of workers on these farms where: no labor wa 
hired averaged only 1.2 during the September survey week. Even the 
largest farms of this type seem to be family enterprises on the whole. 
When the size of the farmer's enterprise is messured in terms of man— 
days of hired labor used during the year, those farm operators using 
75-374 man—days of hired labor hed only 1.6 workers, including themselves, 
employed in ec In general, the farmers with. corn snd other 
Crops 4s principal »roducts who used more hired labor seem to be those 
with the least unpaid family lsbor. 


Although the hog and corn-livestock farmers had the highest hired 
labor requirements in. September, they were not among the farmers with 
highest annual hired labor requirements in the region. Along with other 
Pormalemers and dairy farmers, their snnuel hired labor. requiruments, were 
a-litvule lower then the, avereze for, the Gorn Belt. he distribution of 

thog 2nd com—livestock farms as to the man—deys of hired labor used on 
them during the year was very similer to the distribution of com farms 
with cfops as @ second product. (See Table 11.) Hog or’ com-livestock 


io” ooo manuscript, Rurél life in’ the United States by Mejor. 


Type-Far ming Areas, by staf? of Division of Ferm Po; Population and Mural 
Welfere, Bur. aS Keon. 


aes were. gperstcd by raraa A a ones the formers in 2906.) 
Ss is based on the: primary ¢ ; 

pea. in Hera! a veThe) Fe ae arms most oan ee ae ‘8 
type often. thought of as typical of the Belt — the farm where. corn. LS a) 
raised and fed to hogs rather than ee However, whether corn is fed, 
or is sold in < perticular year ee ya largely on the enticipated rela 
tionships between com and hog prices. Dairy fermers, who made up about 
an eighth of the farmers in the belt, used less than half eas much hired 
labor per farm in 1945 as did deir ry farmers in baler me Sate = ‘ 
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Cattle farmers, wheat farmers and the other farmers, a eroup ; 
including truck and fruit farmers,used more than average amounts of Hiredh 
labor during the year. About half of all the farmers in the region used 
Some hired lebor during 1945, but they averaged only about half a.man 
year. This was true for nearly all of the major types of farms in the 

region. Corn Belt farmers used less hired labor per farm during the 
year than farmers in any other commercial production refion. 


Only corn or hog enterprises that sold over 420,000 worth of en 
products during the year, averaged more than one man—yeer of hired labor — 
in 1945 (tablel4). Half of: the farmers in’ the Corn Belt had com or’) as 
hogs as the primary scurce cf income, and a little over half of these 
hired some labor during the year. The average amount of hired labor used 
increesed with the size of the farm enterprise. But the increase was 
smell. The farmers with less than 92,500 value of products sold or traded 

who hired labor in May aversged about 6 man-months during the yeer, 
while the farmers with, $10,000 to ¥20,000 value of products who hired 
labor used only about 10 man-munths on the avereze. The cost of a day 
of hired labor tended to be hizher on the larger farm et asia 
the amount of hired labor used increased. Eut the proportion of the 
farmer's gross form income which he spent for cash lebor costs decreased 
from the smaller to the larger ferm enterprises. : | 


The annual average cost of a oF ie. ired farm Labor in the Corn 
Belt varied widely between -the major tyne f farms’ (table'13) +The Z 
lowest wes found.on dairy farms, on which one er then averace amounts of 
hired labor were used. (Leber costs on poultry femms were equally as 
low, but the number:of farms of this type wes relatively small.) The - 
average number of hours worked during the week by hired hands on dairy 
farms tended to be greater than on the other major types of farms (table 
fi6y. Thus the hourly earnings of hired ferm workers were considerably — 
lower on dairy ferms than the averege for the region (table 7). Hog 
and corn-livestock farmers and those farmers classified as having : 
Nother" types of ferms (primsrily truck farms) had higher then average 
annual wege costs per day. The daily. cost of hired labor on these fa 
about doubled from May to September because of a sherp increase in the 
use of seasonal labor. there was no similar increase on the other ma 
types of farms. Except in the fall on corn—livestock farms, deily wages 
on corm, wheat, and cattle ferms tended to be between $3. 09 and $3.75. 
aay. on hog farms in the spring and early sumer, average daily wag 
were about $2.50 a ae as low as on cairy farms. 


/FARMERS HIRING LABOR AND DAILY WAGE COST IN 1945 ON 
VARIOUS TYPES OF FARMS IN THE CORN BELT 
(FARMS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO LEADING PRODUCT SOLD IN 1945) 


FARMERS HIRING. aati th CASH WAGES PAID PER 
LABOR IN 1945 DAY, ANNUAL AV., 1945 
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Each symbol represents 2 percent Each svmhol represents 
of all farmers in the Corn Belt one dollar 


SOURCE: SURVEYS OF WAGES AND WAGE RATES IN AGRICULTURE uy + 
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va The seasonal pattern of the use of hired labor varies between 
_ types of farms in the Com-Belt. 11/ The fall increase in the number 
of seasonal workers hired was most pronounced on the hog and the corn- 
livestock farms. The rates of pay also increased. 12/ The most impor-. 
tant cause of the sharp increase in the cash wages paid at harvest were 
the wages paid piece rate workers for harvesting truck crops such as 
tomatoes. Many hog and com farmers, as well as truck farmers, raise 
tomatoes, especially in Indiana and Northern Ohio and Illinois. They 
usually pay higher wages for special harvest workers. Tomato pickers 
in September earned an average of $1.43 an hour or $8.65 a day, while 
hired workers who were plowing, planting, or doing other general farm 
work in the spring earned about 33 cents an hour or about $3.50 a 
day (table 18). A large proportion of the workers hired the third week 
September were tomato pickers. Most of them:were hired in crews. 
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11/ Data from the Surveys of Wages and Wage Rates in Agriculture on 

se of hired labor on various types of farms in the Corn Belt are avail- 
e at this time only for March, May, and September 1945. 

' Wages paid for custom work, such as corn picking or husking, hay 
ing, or threshing, are not considered in this analysis since custom 

s cover hire of machinery or equipment as well as labor. 


psy Sif 
~ 
Labor hired in the fall for harvesting specialty crops such as 
tomatoes affects the types of rates paid end the composition of the 
nired farm working force in the region. Piece rates were commonly paid 


in the Corn Belt on corn and. on hog farms in the fall. Monthly or daily ‘oa 4 
rates were generally paid workers in the nonharvest Sencar many of whom 
were regular hired hends. Monthly or daily retes also were paid on the F 
other major tyroes of farms \throughout the year. Crew workers “were rela— . 
tively unimportant except on hog and corn-livestock furms In the fell 

when they made un half to two-thirds or the as: workers. In eddition, | 
women, who do hired farm work relatively infrequently in the Com Belt,,. Phe: 


made up about a fourth of the hired workers employed on these farms in 
the fell. Boys and girls wnder 18 were an imcortant type of wage workers 
only on hog farths and only in the fell. 


Another factor in the autumn incresse in wages in the Corn Belt s 
WE s that highcr wages were customarily paid for such work as hay baling : 
Lhe eh RE eS of crops for market. Fart of the latter was done by 3 


crew workers. A large proportion of the workers baling hay were seasonal 


workers not employed in crews. ‘Wages paid for these jobs were not nearly * 
as high as wages paid for tometo picking, but were higher than the Ait Oe 
gensrel spring wages. ‘workers doing other fall if rm obs than these Be 
received wages very similar to those prevalent in the Spies Most of 
them were regular work:rs. There is no indic ae that the hourly cash 
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wages paid fur general farm work increased from spring to fall, following 
the lead of higher weges peid tor special harvest jobs. However, monthly 
rates with meals paid on com farms and on hog farms did increase (table ]2) 


rage cash wage rates paid hired farm workers on selected ; 
types of ferms, by sclected modes of vayment, Com Belt, 
selected weeks of 1945 1 


Type of farm and ei htache ie Mey...» September 
mode of payment i a AERA 2 | 2Oee6 it el eeee 
Dollers Doliars Ibllars 


Corm farms end hog farms R 
Month with meals 2/ 61.'70 73-00 78 .60 
Month without meals 3 95.20 98.00 95.50 
Day without meals 3 3,20 3.65 ey. 


Cattle farms 
Month without meal ‘ oe 
an h reals 3 sau / 
Day without me sft 6/3250 4/ 4.60 


1/7 Excludes custom rates. 
2/ Two or more regular meals per day. 
3/ Includes some workers receiving one meal per day. 

4/ Kstimate not shown because there were too few cases in the sample 
im this class. 

5/ stimate based on only 18 case 
6/ Estimate based on only 19 cases. 
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Hstimates based on deta from enumerative sampli 


surveys of the Buresus ae 
of Agricultural Economics & 


us ras ne A ae Mae 
“Wninual Eeuaee 2. Percent of 
wage cost og region's 


per day ae Bene bill 
Pee aa Percent: 


Com Belt, all fams | Rees? 3.95 
°= Dalry seats 2.65 


Poultry ie 2.65 
Cattle A Me LN Rae ae sae BO 
Hog | HEED RS, 

—Corm-livestock «= — 4095 ‘ 
- Corn-other crop | sede DE Meet Os zh, 
“heat 2/ Gre i eS | 3.60 ! 7 
Other . natn ye DO Wr t's A 28 
els Grcludss waces paid custom Workers. 

mel Includes a few farms with grain other than wheat or corn as the 
principal product. A 


Estimates based on data eon enume rative Sone a ‘surveys: of ‘the ‘Bureau 
OF. Agricultural ECE oS: 


Tablel4.—Use of hired labor and annual cash labor costs on corn farms 
and on hog farms hiring labor in May, by value of products 
sold or traded in 1944, Cor Belt, 1945 


sAverace man-:| Average’ |): Average sAnnual cash 
: ee ef .; daily cash : annual) /:labor, cost 
Tea ee! otal op & cash tof farm as 
eee 1945: ‘hired : labor spercent of 
sper farm : labor - scost per Sed 
shire in May: in 1945 .:hiring farm 2 products 
Nunber Dollars ..' | Dollars ae Percent 


2.500 piste 475 
3,999 : LOS fea aN 490 
BOO ome ISS } 50 

00-9,999 215 | ie 125 
008 -19,999 — 250 | 855 
y ane over h 03" 2p oS Aes « 8,140 


EO astss peaavederen indirectly from data on farmers hiring labor in re 
lay 1945 and all farmers hiring labor in 1945 from enumerative sample © — 
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‘Type of farn, 
if and week 
: : 2/ : fs 
"Number Number Number oes ‘Number Maapen | oe 
Belt, all farms | aie 
1.37 034 54 61 32; 
1.46 058 | 57 ce eA o3°: 
Bee) ee a es : | G5. eae 


‘ March 18-24, ss : com 3 er 
Mey 206 (enh | | "6 
September 16-22. | a air! | ee Oe 


| 63 
fay 20-26 ) | He OS 
September 16-22: | | | he yale 


naeen Wo rkers 
udes time worked by custom workers. 
mates not Shown Stele ery were too 


Recie 17. Geel wages” and ae Ragen oe fied fam on lere ts type of 1 fan 44 
in the Corn Belt, selected weeks of 1945 Ly ars Sse Wis, ay & 


Average time worked on 
TepOneLDe farn. 
Hours 3: OUTS | 0:85), ev yats } 


_ sHourly :Daily ‘Weekly _ per week : per day : per week 


eg 1). : Average cash wages on 
mous type of farm 3 reporting fam 


fe ie and week 
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Doliars eee Dollars Number Number Number 
“Corn Belt, all farms 5 A 
_ March 18-24 oN 3.20 17.50 aren 9.8 aoe) 
- May 20-26 a is B55 uk t70) 57 REOMG Soo 
Wpeptenber 16-22- ~~ $65 5.60 27.90 AS 8.6 — «5.0 
Dairy | Ds ae “e 
‘March 18-24 eR ea Sra eres Or ay, 1051 ares ree 
a May 20-26 Ha eee Dia eGR ANS Tie aaaO) som 10.9 6.0 5 
_--—-—s« September 16-22 gE 3685 16.80> 55 LOed. pee sy 
Cattle 2 
March 18-24 — io2 BAO We EG: i Ser Se eee Oe 5.8 : 
May 20-26 HC UN PE SG 18.80), 360); 10.8 bieb 
September 16-22 ‘105 3.80 17.20 AQ eros OES Led 
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Corn — livestock 
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Corn — other crop: | ‘8 tae 
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“Wheat 2/ 
May 20-26 © 180! 0 85205) SER 20 ieee. BORA UCN Ney en: 


uN Other farms 


March 18-24. Ab ZO rH pewe OO M55 9.9 526 
May 20~26 OOM ARAL 4.052: 40 10.0 4e6 
September 16~22 PSS SL Sore ea ueO 39 eo 5,0 


2 cB Nl RST el Se Rar eRL 


ay Excludes custom workers. : 4 eee 
2/ Includes a few fams with grain other then wheat or corn as the 
ia product. | 
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1 a Dable W—Average cash wages and time worked and proportion of regular and seasonal 
Be workers doing selected types of work in the Corn Belt, selected weeks of 


1945 1/ 
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Week and major type 
sof work during shired 
survey week 
soe erS! 


- March 18-24, all work 


us 2.00 
_ Land preparation 20 
€ General farm work 26” 
- May 20~26,° all work ‘100 
Land preparation Se 
Plowing Leg 
; Other land’ preparation 19 
—-* Total. planting 4a 
; Planting corn EB: 
i - Other planting 10 
-  +General farm work 5 
September 16-22, all work 100 
eerotal harvest- - 60 
Cutting hay 3/° 3 
Baling hay os: 
Other harvest work 54 


Operating bnsilage cutter , 
filling silo 9 

Preparation for market 7 

_ General fam work i) 


ural Economics. 
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3.20 
305 
2290 


3.55 
340 
3280 
3-15 
385 
3485 
3290 
A015 


5.60 
7.00 
3-25 
4.05 
7035 


; : Percent of these 

: 3 workers 
sworked: ; A 

: per +Regular :Seasona}:Crew 
sweek ; : noncrews: 
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5.5 15 2/ 25 

567 80 20 rae 
5.8 84 16 fa 
563 Che Nei a 2h 

Bee 61 39 - 
be 72 28 es 
5,0 © 53 Ly - 
5.4 59 39 2 
5.9 70 30 = 
369 21 69 10 
5.9 73 22 2 
5.0 Bat ae 

Laie a 15 74 
562 64, 36 ™ 
ByyA 33 67 = 
wed 7 12 81 
Sel 62 38 bt 
Cras 56 29 15 
5d 76 24 - 
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_ Crew workers and seasonal noncrew workers included. 
/ Including some workers "haying" in general. 


Stimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of Agricul— 
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1S ie aaa Hired labor cost the ‘farmer in the potion. Belt 4 thane 
- any other commercial type-of—farming regions In 1945 the annual 
average cost per day in this region.was. $23 555 an average ‘of less” 
than 30 cents an hour (table 23) The anount of:hixed labor used 
Lon: system with its large. 
ee of silat unsite operated. by Ghareccopoerat or’ other types of . 
“tenants. In this report, each unit is considered a, farms The amount. — 
- of hired labor. used per farm: in 1945 was only a little lower than the © 
“average for all “farms in the coumtry. Although farmers in the Cotton 
Belt used nearly a third of the total hired labor input in:1945, they — 
paid only aon a fifth of, ., the country's annual cash farm wae vill. 


Eee 


Much of the on on cotton farms is peoraed by the Goeketaes 
(nearly half of whom are sharecroppers) and by unpaid members of their’ ; 
families. On many farms’,‘ however, it is necessary to hire short—time 
seasonal wage workers during the peak periods of cotton chopping in - 
the early summer and cotton picking in the fall, In pase paar Yep > ae 
lar hired hands mey be employed on the large farm°“units for aie or ee its a 
the yeare Eighty percent: of the hired workers on cotton farms \in"’ .- 
the Cotton Belt in May and nearly 90 percent in September were seasonal | 
workers (table 27). Much of the Seasonal | ‘labor for chopping or picking — 
was employed in gangs or crews. Women and children made up a larger es 
proportion of the hired farm working force in this region than in any 
other. About two-thirds of all the hired workers on cotton faras in 
May and September were Negroes. ’ 


Although sharecroppers and maubers of their families working 

on their own units have been classified as family workers in this 
report, those who worked for wages on their landlords! units or other — 
farms were considered to be hired workerse ‘During the week, May 20-26, 
about a tenth of the hired: farm workers in the South were aneyoeen 
or tenants working for cash wages on their landlords! unitse Cf the 
remaining hired workers in the South (part of whom were croppers or 
tenants from other plantations) a fifth were employed on plantation © 
operatorst or managers! units, cnother fifth on sharecroppers! units, — . 
a tenth on cash tenants! units, and nearly half on owmer—operated units. 
In some cases, the plantation operator may arrange for hired laborers er 
work on a. sharecropper's unit, later deducting the wage cost from the — 
-cropper's share of the crop. "a third of the hired farm workers in the 
South employed in May 1945, lived on farms other than where they were 
hired, and a fourth lived in rural areas but not on farms. Nearly a 
tine of the Southern hired farm workers were furnished housing on- 

the employing farm in May 1945 13/ : 


13/ Sharecroppers and tenants working as hired Jaborers on their 
landlords! units are excluded from data given in this paragraphe 
Perguisites Furnished Hired Farm korkers, United States and Ha jor 
Regions, 1945 ; Report No. 18 of the series, Svrveys of Wages and 
Wage Rates in Natasa Bur ¢ » here peers Deo 1946, ne gse 


sie Yank 

_ The Cotton Belt stretches through the Carolinas and Georgia 
to parts of Oklahoma and West Texas.e 3 Uy Hes Nearly 90 percent of our 
cotton was produced in this region in 1944-6 The plantation system 
with one or two cash crops—first tobacco, rice or indigo, later ~ 
cotton—early became dominant-in-~the Old South. The large amounts 
of hand labor needed for’ cotton production was supplied first by 
the slaves and later by tenant families and wage hands.. Today the 
plantation system is most prevalent in the Mississippi Delta, There 
about 85 percent of the cotton farmers were sharecroppers in 1945 
(table 19). Few were cash tenantse. Only 15 percent of the Delta 
cotton farmers operated 50 or more acres (table 20). The Delta, — 
a relatively-small area, produced a fourth of the Cotton Belt 
cotten in 1944.6 


Table 19.-Distribution of cotton farms in the Cotton Belt by tenure 
of the operator and by man-days of hired labor used in 1945 - 


ee a eeeilinennconnnnananneecenedtilinmamemmecsamacaceeentitltieesteeasemaniennnnnendaeinnneennnnRnEnEaE 


Man—days of hired labor used pos of farm aS 
in 1945 and part of u * All * ow * Tenant *share— 
Mo : ere Sitarmae s) CPCS ~__icropper 


Percent Percent Percent ent Percent 


Cotton farms,. total 100 28 Zoe 47 
No hired labor 63 sve 15 34 
1-74 man—days 29 10 SO hero a 
75-374 man—days 6 3 cent af 
375 or more man—days oA ie 1 1/ at 
Eastern Cotton Belt | OO BOF eyo 28 
Delta’ idee $e 100 Bu. 2 84, 
Western Cotton Belt. 100 Al ete a7 


ee eee ee ee 


1/ less than 0.5 percente 


Estimates based on data from enumerative. sample survey of the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics i 


‘ The Eastern Cotton Belt stretches Bhai of the Delta through 
the Carolinas and west of the Delta through East Texas. (See map 
on page 36 oF A little more than a fourth of the cotton farmers | 
in this area in 1945 were sharecropperss Another third were cash 


- tenants. Many of the owmer-—operators farmed in the hilly sections. 


Cotton was planted on about 40 percent of the crop acres'in the Delta 
in 1945, but only on about 25 percent in-the:eastern and.in the western 
parte In the Eastern Cotton Belt farm units wore larger than in hhes, 
Delta; half of the cotton farmers operated 50 or more acrese 


14/ The Cotton Belt as deliniated in this study does not include 
the irrigated cotton producing areas. of New Mexico, Arizona, or _ 


California. 


' crease in the States.to the West. The increase was particularly 


-rangements under which cotton farms were peas TONES were 


table 30-Di stribution of ecto cae in re ‘Cobeer Belt by « acres. in 
farm and PY man—days of hired labor used in ney fe hou 


Man—days - of hired labor’. — 


used in 1945 and part f pops 3 -" ot oon ae 100~ - ie : 
of rerzion i Sef arnise 49s: yi eae Ton 9 i ovens 
é. + — Sereonk Forecnt Foroant Percent Percent Percent 

Cotton fangs otal Moo, 6g ae ee ae 

No hired labor) aye he Oo ago lala ) 4 1 

1 — 74 man—days 29 19 5 tite (yh has 

75 — 374 nan-days Guanes? ONE NUM us 

375 or nore man-days __ ed a on bate ee A Ute 

Eastern Cotton Belt 100 50 25 10 be 

Delta 8 i ee 0k Sk Tea ins) ann le 

Reo parr Tou en eae 1 WOON INES La aes lo) BS is 
7) Less than 005 O05 poréente < Pa Naat , aed . 


patnates based on data from enunerative sample survey: of , the Bureau > 
of Agricultural Economics» : “, 


In. the older part of the Cotton Belt in the East, much of. ath, 
land was cleared, planted in cotton, depleted, and abandoned» Second — 
growth pines are now prevalent in many parts bf this area, and erosion. 
is one of the major problems. "Some counties were reported one—third > 
worn-out before 1850. e eThe rolling and hilly parts of the Cotton © 
Belt have suffered more from soil erosion than any other part of the 
United States.! 15/ Continuing the trend started long before by 
erosion and soil depletion,.the pattern of concentration of cotton | 
production has been changinge There was a marked decrease in cotton 
acreage in Georgia and South Carolina during the 1920's, but an in—. 


« 


great in parts of Oklahoma, North Texas and Central Texas. In the 
1930's cotton acreage increased in only a few counties, most of which 
were in the Texas Panhandlee Due to the acreage control progran, 
farmers in all pther parts of the’ Belt decreased their ACreagees | 
However , cotton production per acre increased, 

In 19445. a third of the, cotton acreage was in fists cererat 
part of the Belt. Cotton farms in “this area were much’ larger than 
in the Delta or Eastern Belt. About a‘third were 180 acres or nmére se 
in 1945- Only 15 percent were less than-50 acrese The tenure ar— 


Pa) Se eC 


15/ Smith, Je Russell, and Phillips, M. Ogden, North ‘Hashisd, 
Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York, page 3040 
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Similar to those in the eastern part of the Belt. About 40 percent of 
the cotton farms were owner—operated. Considerably fewer were operated 
by sharecroppers than in the Delta. The BAE 1945 level of living index 
for farm operator families was above the national average in over a 
third of the counties in the Western Cotton Belt. Only 2 of the 507 
Eastern county indexes were above the national average and all of the 
county indexes in the Delta were at least 25 percent below the national 
Average o 


The rolling land in the western part of the region is favorable 
for the use of machinery. Farms in this section were considerably more 
mechanized than in the rest of the belt. In 1945, half of the tractors 
in the Cotton Belt were here. MTwo-row strippers were becoming widely 
used. Another advantage for farmers in the Western Cotton Belt is that 
dry weather tends to hold the boll weevil in check. 


Boll weevils first entered South Texas from Mexico in 1892. By 
1922 they had infested the entire Cotton Belt. 16/ This speeded up the 
movement of cotton production into the Southwest and stimulated diver-— 
sified farming throughout the Belt. The climate of the region is well 
Suited for many crops. Peanuts, soy beens, pecans, peaches, truck, 
hogs, dairy and beef cattle (now that the cattle ticks are wonder con- 
trol) are some of the expanding enterprises in the Cotton Belt. Corn 
has long been planted extensively. It has been used both to feed live-— 
stock being raised for home consumption and for sale. In 1945, corn 
was listed as the second enterprise on nearly half of tle cotton farms 
(table 21). Tobacco has long been an important cash crop in the 
Carolinas. Diversification of farming in the belt is not universal, 
however. Nearly a third of the cotton farmers in 1945 reported no 
secondary source of farm income and cotton was still the primary source 
of farm income for the majority. Less than 10 percent of the farmers 
in 1945 had dairying or beef cattle as their major enterprise, and 
about the same number had corn. A fourth of the farmers operated farms 
classified as "other" types. Some got the major part of their farm 
income from tobacco, peanuts, poultry or truck. Many of this group 
were producing primarily for home use. 


Half of the cotton, cattle and dairy farmers and two-fifths of the 
corn farmers in the Cotton Belt hired some labor during the year. The 
annual average cost of a day of hired farm work did not vary much be- 
tween types of farms. Nor did the hourly cash cost of farm work vary 
much among the various types of farm work. In March, wages for land 
preparation averaged 21 cents an hour, and for planting, 28 cents an 
hour (table 29). In May, wages for planting averaged 26 cents an 
hour, and for cultivating, 21 cents an hour. Cotton chopping is 
usually done at a day rate which in Mey averaged $1.85 a day in the 
eastern part of the Belt and 50 cents a day higher in the Delta 
(table 30). The average hours per day worked by hired farm workers 
on cotton farms in May were about half an hour longer in the Delta 
than in the eastern part, but even so, their hourly earnings were a 
little higher (table 22). 


16/ Smith and Phillips, op. cit., page 306. 
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SURVEYS OF WAGES AND WAGE RATES IN AGRICULTURE. 
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(SPECIAL ADAPTATION, 1944) 
VZA Western Cotton Belt 


TYPE OF FARMING AREAS 


1K Les two-thirds of the hired workers on cotton farms in May 
were Nees many of them women and many less than 18 years old. The 
average daily and hourly wages paid Negroes on cotton farms were a 

_ little lower than those paid white workers in May (table 24). The latter 
ee group includes a few workers of Mexican descent in the western part of 

_ the Belt, where wages tend to be higher. However, cotton chopping 
starts Later in the Western than in the Eastern States so that only a 
little of the cotton chopping reported the third week in May was in the 

_ Western Cotton Belt. Among the Negro hired workers on cotton farms, 
women were paid a little lower daily and hourly wages than men. 


In September, about three-fourths of all the workers hired in 
the region were picking cotton. More than two-thirds of them were 

_ Negroes, about half of whom were female. : About a fourth of all the 
_ hired woriere on cotton farms were less than 18 years old. In the 
Southwest, hired workers of Mexican descent and Negroes picked the 
cotton, although Negroes did not represent as large a proportion of 
the hired workers as in the Delta. Many of the laborers were migra-— 
tory workers who worked their wey up from South Texas through Okla— 
homa picking cotton each year. Some of them furnished their trucks 
and hauled the cotton to the gin as well as picking it. 17/ 


Most cotton picking is done at a rate per 100 pounds. The 

amount paid varies some from farm to farm and from one part of the 

, Belt to another , but in 1945 it averaged $1.75 per 100 pounds on 

cotton farms in the Cotton Belt. The average hourly earnings of Negro . 
men and women were nearly the same. Hourly earnings of white workers i 
were some higher. This difference is caused, in a large part, by 
higher earnings of workers of Mexican descent in the western part of 
Me -the Delt.- The average rate paid by farmers in the Delta for picking 
100 pounds cotton was 10 percent higher than in the Eastern Belt the 
third week of September. The average earnings of the pi gteEss how— 
ever, were nearly the same in both sections. 


We 


. In the western part of the Belt, some of the cotton was snapped ; 
or pulled and some was picked, while in the rest of the Belt nearly 
all of it was picked. The cash wage cost of snapping or pulling was 
lower than the picking rate, averaging $1.30 per 100 pounds in 
September. Some of the farmers have their cotton snapped instead of 
_ picked because the lower harvesting cost tends to offset the lower 
‘price they get for the cotton which may be stained and which has 
trash mixed in. Also the cotton is harvested faster so that larger 
- acreages can be handled with a given amount of labor. ‘When the 
snapping or pulling rates are adjusted upward to the picking equiva-— 
lent, the average picking rate in the Western Cotton Belt was about 
the as as the Delta average. 18/ Since workers can snap so much 


7 Workers furnishing trucks have been Raped coed as custom workers, 
and their wages, which cover the use of the truck as well as their 
labor, have not been included in the wages shorm in this report. 

&/ The average rate for snapping or pulling cotton in the Western 
O Belt was he ae from phe 31 per 100 pois is nes $1.77, and then 


Beatie 


faster than they can pick, the average earnings of cotton harvesters 
(either pitking or snapping) in the “estern Belt were more than $1.25 
a day higher than in the Eastern Belt or Delta. 


Although 60 percent of the cotton farms were in the Eastern ee 
Cotton Belt, the cotton farmers there used only a little more than a od 
third of the man—days of hired labor employed in the Belt in 1945. _ ie 
Cotton farmers in the Delta used more than half of the man—days. 

Nearly half of the cotton farmers in each of the areas hired some labor, 
but the Delta farmers averaged more than three times as much per farm 
for the year as the Eastern cotton farmers. In the Delta, nearly all 
of the cotton farmers who did not hire labor were sharecroppers. How-— 
ever, most of the Delta owners and more than a third of the share- 
croppers hired labor. In the Eastern Belt, the cotton farmers who did 
not hire labor in 1945 were fairly equally divided between owmers, cash 
tenants, and sharcercppers. Those who hired labor were predgabhantiy civmerp.. 
In September, on the average Delta cotton farm, about three workers 

were employed per farm -—— two family workers and one hired worker 

(table 25). This was nearly one worker less per farm than on the 


Table 21.—Distribution of farms and man—days of hired Labor used during — 
year and the average man-—days of hired labor used per alae 
by type of farm, Cotton Belt, 1945 


EE ie 8 ES a i ee ee) AO Se ae ee 


: :Total man-: Average Spanacas One TR OAE: man— 
; : days of : man-days:all farms :days of hired 
: : hired +; of hired:reporting ;:labor per farm 
Type of farm : Farms ; labor :labor per:some hired: reporting 
: ; used gpa es ebor : labor 
a. Nile 8 VAR OBOE ors | LOA 7 6 OGD ae re Lae ee 
Percent Percent Number Percent Number 
Cotton Belt, all farms 100 100 81 47 170 
Dairy 3 3 75 53 139 
Cattle 4 6 ie} 54 212 fe 
Cotton farms, total 58 69 96 50 192 * 
Cotton only 18 12 50 36 139 oa 
Cotton—livestock ta 
or dairy 4 8 170 60 283 eee 
Cotton—corn 26 26 82 49 164. a 
Cotton—crops other . po. 
than corn 10 23 188 val 262 aii) 
Corn—other crop 7 A 50 ie 117 oh 
Other 28 18 ae, Al 125 ig 
as of 
Cotton farms, total 100 100 96 50 192 
Bastern Cotton Belt 60 36 SY, 49 115 
Delta ; Be 56 168 47 20M 
Yiestern Cotton Belt 8 8 107 67 158 


ce eae en Oe ee Ce re EE) ee 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample Biro of the Bureau Ore 


Agricultural Economics. 
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Eastern cotton farms during the survey weeke Weather conditions may 
have caused this difference: as picking was reported as being rélatively 


Slow in Arkansas that week because of too much rain, while picking was 
active in most of the rest of the Cotton Belt. 19/ 


The average number of hired workers per Delta cotton farm in 
September was only a third of the average number on Western cotton farms, 
while the average number of family workers per cotton farm was very 
Similar in the two parts of the Belt. In the Western Belt, a much 
larger proportion of the cotton farmers used hired labor in 1945 than 
in the rest of the region. Although those who hired some labor during 
the year averaged more man-days per farm than the similar group of 
farmers in the eastern part, the Western cotton farmers! average was 
less than half as large as the anount of hired labor used per hiring 
farm in the Delta. Although the average farm unit in the Western area 
was larger in acreage than the Delta unit, there were several reasons 
why the average Delta hiring cotton farmer used so much more hired labor 
than the average Western one. The cotton yield per acre was consider— 
ably higher in the Delta. The yield there was .9 bale per acre in 1944, 
while in the western part of the Belt it was a little less than .4 bale. 
SiniAar.proportions of the Hiring farmers used from’l to 75 man--?ays of hired 
labor in the two regions, but a larger proportion in the Delta used 500 
man—days or more. Many of the farm units where large amounts of labor 
were hired in the Delta were plantation operators! units, which were 
operated primarily with hired labor. The western pornos used more 
machinery and had much of the cotton pulled, which reduced the amount 
of labor required per acre. 


Table 22,.—Cash wages and time worked by hired farm workers on cotton farms 
in the Sastern, Delta, and Western Cotton Belt, selected 
weeks of 1945 1/ 
~ ¢Percent: Average cash wages : Average time worked 
of. :._on reporting farm :_on reporting farm _ 
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Week and part : hired : ; ; Hours :Hours : Days 
of region : farm. :Hourly : Daily cea per 2% per /3\per 
:workers: $ 3: week : day : week _ 
Percent Dollars Dollars Dollars Number Number Number — 
May 20-26 
Eastern Cotton Belt Ly 220 2.00 6.60 SB. 9.8 3.3 
Delta Do or 2en5 9-40 38 104 Dah 
Viestern Cotton Belt 6 330 2.85 11.90 40 906 Le2 
September 16-22 
Eastern Cotton Belt ay 028 2055 8.50 31. pe i 
Delta ose 27 Seo ey 5 e590. 1 3r Gea B07 
LN Cotton Belt 15 AG AS tis MPAE EG ss 17.60 45 9.9 4.6 
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peti nates Based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of | 
Agricultural Economics. 


19/ ‘eekly Weather and Crop Bulletin, U. S. Department of Commerce , 


Noire Weather a Week Ending September 25, 1945, Washington, D. C. 


Table 23.The estimated annual wage ce of a ey ie hired farm y k, 
type of farm, Cotton Belt, 1945 We a Soles Paine 


2 Annual average $ Percent of 
Type of farm : wage cost fy SPeRROn S|, 
Hee Pies) ele GMa Chek 3... wage bill 
| Dollars " “Pepeent |’ 


we Se 


AT) ‘Excludes wage: wages “paid Suston workers. i 


Cotton Belt, all farms Aig Deine 
Dairy PAV NO Tar ai 6) 
Cattle PEULCES REN n Me 
Cotton farms, ‘total 2450 OT ah) ele 
Cotton only : 2030 LOPS ena 
Cotton — livestock or dairy AT er ee bit: OSB ACE een 
Cotton — corn — 2250 Oe ia Sate 
0 Cotton — crops other than corn 2455": a NE ee Oe ae ace 
Corn ~ other erOp 6 nied SE OO aiWen ta Mae 
Other | 2090 Le ict Vein 


: «Estimates based on data from enunerative sample surveys of te Bureau 
es of NTE, Economics 


Table 24.-—Average cash wages and time worked on cotton farms and on corn 
farms, by race and sex of hired farm workers, Cotton ja ae ® 


tee + May 20-26, 1945 +: September r 16-22, 19, Tos 
a Pig a (Ly pe Oly farms 2: s__ (on reporting farm) :_ (on reporting farm) : 
and type of :Percent:Hourly : Hours :Percent :Hourly : Hours” 
) worker — POL) S. Cag is wear Os, : cash ¢ Hee 
RES se Noah aN .__ _tworkers: wages :_ day workers : wages $ 
Percent Dollars Number -Percent Dollars Numb 
Cotton farms POO MES ie en ge LOD 230. 
ahaha ve i H ’ 35 de +26 10-3 30 : 034 
Dt Males,’ es Ohne S26) LOU 19 PigrAy | 
Female haa Lhe Ge ates Od Aap 034 
Nonwhite ) : BONG see LOL 1 Gea 
Male. aa 39 “2D 10.1 BOL a eg 
Fomale 26 220 sa act iva) ae 028 : 
Corn — other crop farms 100 22h 10.2 LOO EA Mase 
t Whi te 42 BPs) LO. is 25 40 
Nonwhi.te 58 eee naa Na Peay TSN Wao 
Male 38 eh LO enh 030 
Female | (1 A2@) Ue ti} 965 35 229 


IRR pela AOS . 
1/ Excludes custom workers. 
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cee of hired ee used cis) the year Sud acres in crops, 
Cotton Belt, September 16-22, 1945 iy 
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Table 28.—Cash wages and time worked by hired fav nerkere by type of cee 
an the Cotton Belt, selected weeks of 1945 a4 , 


‘mclesnsmplangiee’ | aalGamicsleaioies | | simipaieniaanbente 
es eee ee ee 
eee eee eee ee eee 


: Average cash wages : Average time worked 
‘Type of farm ¢ on reporting farm_ $5. One eporting farm :; 
and week ¢ : ; ts t Hours ©: Hours ; Days — : 

3 3 _" Sper week sper day sper week 

Dollars Dollars Dalles oa Number Number Number — » 


— Cotton Belt, all farms es 
March 18-24 e27 2040 9.90 Pose 


828 he Ps + ere 
May 20-26 25 2050 9030 37 909 368 
_ September 16-22 ~32 2685 10.50 34 902 ce he ae 
Daisy , . ie 
March 12-24, «25 2220 12.90 5a 847 5 <8 ae 
May 20-26 e30 2650 11.50 38 8.3 PB el nci 
September 16-22 032 2055 9250 30 Sel Jel ee 
Cattle = a 
March 18-24 e274, Mena 12.80 47 B69. ae 
May 20-26 026 25) ih ElLOe LO 38 9.8 309. ae 
September 16-22 036 B20. a1 6.00 4 945 “al ie 
Cotton farms, total Soe ee 
March 18-24 at eeOO'-| NG 670 30 869. 
May 20-26 023 2435 8.40 36 10-l Beri 
September 16~22 230 2680 810520 34 GeBe st ey phe 
Cotton only ii es ad “a 
March 18~24 230 2055 650 21 805 re Ka 
May 20--26 - one 2620 750 34 99 “305 5 
September 16~22 225 2035 7220 29 Seek a eee a 
Cotton — livestock or / eg 
dairy 7 gi a 
March 18-24 a | ‘2040 - 9.60 35 8.9 hee * 
May 20-26 Neale BeoO sity 9660. u ay 98 ae rie: 
September 16-22 30 2670 11.90 ° 40 9-0 44 
Cotton — corn ae 
March 18-24 50; 1.80 6.30 31 8.9 oa 
Liay 20-26 ge 240 8.40 35 1s j PAu 
September 16-22 o32 Reo. em Oe ed 32 -Je2 

Cotton — crops other oh 
than corn 
March 1L8~24 ead, 2020 6.50 Pay, 9e2 
May 20-26 Mey) 2.25 8.60 40 10.3 
September 16—22 e31 2.90 ka sine be 39 9oh4 

Corn — other crop 
March 18-24 el9 1.65 750 40 8.8 
May 20-26 220 1.85 He6Orse ae 902 
September 16-22 023 2oL0 6.70 29 962 

Lf Excludes custom workers, i 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample Suryeus of the Bureau. oe A r 
tural Economics. | 
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:Percent sCash wages on : Days : Percent of these ; 
major type of “work | SOL hired: reporting farm dorkeds ial A WOT KOLS sar t 
survey week and nae farm ; 


3 : $ per:: £ :Seasonal, a 
of segion .-. “workers Sains 3 Bea : week ‘negular : i oebewlen ie ™ 
f ” Percent, Dollars Dollars Number Percent Percent Percent 
100 7] 2eh0 ' tee SPR Py haya: 
me o2l 2200 Bar 62 38 - 
18 en 2200 eG 7,60 40 o 
REG 020: ABO ne ese Oa A 32 a 
is PAs) 255 4 o3 66 ace 34 aa } 
‘3 en 2-30 59 FT 23 saat 
4 030 2.85 Sch 34 66 pan 
5 en 2el0 “eo 67 33 — 4 
100 APS al elite 018 a et 26. inh 2/02k 
BC ip ey Ace amine esa - | 
o mots i, 2265 AeO 14 46 40 
| 54, 21 Delo gan aa 20 51 29 
0%) hopping on ° 
cotton farms ._ total pene spk 2405 2? g 60 MEY 
_ Eastern Cotton Belt’ 15 220 1.90 209 4 78 18 
Delta 8 Spiele WN ee ees 17 29 54 
Gestern Cotton Belt 3/ 1 30 2095 209 - 38 62 
ton chopping on Sy thi PAA tdla ieaceattan 
other farms 5 pene 1.95 320 1 59 40 
isking, harrowing cotton 6 ._, e2l., 925. Lek 36 oR Loy 33 
isking, harrowing corn de i gO) 1.485 Wed 46 54 
) bay cultivating — a NV ek ek 5 307 oe) oY 30 
Septe ne AOC Peat 855" S67 Oe 27 OE 
“Total harvest 031 2280 Dao, 5 aT 58 
e012 eh) 0366 2 34. 64 
fee torn Cotton Belt BABAR S65 Bo mR mi 56 
Delta | Nee Re canuaaie ee rh 26 73 
‘Western Cotton Belt 2); 639 eR SERS Le ~ 16 Bd, 
tton picking or snapping | 
n other farms 6 93061 i224 362 4 30 66 
icing up peanuts 1 on] 055 2ea 2 47 50 
3 46 Lee) 4.8 Lt? $3 nee 
3 028 pita ss Seok 10 25 75 
her harvest work 10 a29 260 398 28 55 Ble, 


ee ee ee 


Table BOlevertne cash wage rates Std hired fal moeia 
doing selected types of work, by selected modes 
of payment, tele fee selected weeks of 1945 ah 


. ripe Ty rates - 
Week, major type of Vath — Vaithout 
work during survey week 


and part of region =~. 


ee eo ec8 68 


eo 9 af 


meals aa 
Dollars _ Dollars 


May 20-26 | 
Chopping cotton on cotton tee 
farms, total 1 2205 
Pactern Cotton Belt a4 BOS Sri 
| Delta Uy pede yS bss 
estern Gotten Belt 3.200 
Chopping cotton on other 3 
farms 2200 


September 16-22 


Picking and snapping cotton 
on cotton farms, total 4/ 
Eastern Cotton Belt 
Delta 
Western Cotton Belt 4/ 

Picking and snapping cotton 
on other farms 


Excludes custom ratese 
‘Two or more regular meals per daly. 
Includes some workers receiving one meal per chee 
Rate per hundred pounds’ cotton snapped or pulled in thes! 
Western Cotton Belt adjusted eae to the ae See 
equivalente 
5/ Estimates based on oe 19 cases. 
-Estinetes based on, dats eben enunerative sample surveys of the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
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» DAIRY REGION ’ 


mee Dairying is Papel & year-round operation so that employment 
conditions are more stable on dairy farms than on many other types. The 
proportion of dairy farmers in the Dairy Region who were hiring labor 
during the survey week was the same in Merch, May and September 1945 | 
(table 33). Over gO ‘percent of the hired worker's on dairy farms in 
_ March and iday were’ regular hands hired for 6 months or more en the same 
farm (table 35). This was the highest proportion of regular, workers en— 
_ ployed at these times of any of the major type-of—farming regions. 
_ Monthly and weekly wage rates were the prevailing types of rates paid 
dairy workers. Stability of employment is also increased by the fact 
that many of the hired workers are relatives of the fam operator, al- 
though not so large a proportion as in the Corn Belt. 


Although the dairy work provides fairly regular work, the produc-— 
tion of feed crops and the competing farm enterprises results in a 
_ seasonal pattern of work, which tends to be highest in mid-summer, with 
a secondary and much noeer peak in early fall. 20/ A third of the hired _ 
workers on dairy farms in September were seasonal. Most of them were 
paid hourly wage rates for harvest of feed crops. . it 


The Dairy Region may be divided into two parts — the eastern part, 
_ which includes most of New York and parts of New eee Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Virginia, and Waryland, and the Middle “estern part, which 
includes much of winnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan, and some of Ohio, 
_Tllinois and Indiana. About three-fourths of the dairy farmers are in 
the western part (table 31). Sales of cream and whole milk to dairy 
manufacturing plants are particularly important in the western part. In 
1945, Minnesota led in production of creamery butter and Wisconsin led 
in cheese production. 21/ The growing. and harvesting of feed crops made 
vp a large part of the work on dairy farms in the Western part. Nearly 
all of the dairy farmers also had one or more important cash enterprises 
in addition to their dairy enterprise in 1945. Almost half had hogs, 
dairy breeding stock, or cattle as a secondary source of farm income, 
and a fourth had poultry.. Less than a fifth listed grain, fruit, 
potatoes, or other crops-as their secondary. enterprise. Dairy farmers. i 
were more than two-thirds of all farmers in the western part of Bree. Viauey “s 
region. The other farmers were. primarity fruit, a truck, or Y: 
"eed farmers. E cnekes Fhe Sa cee 


ae t i) 4 i By 


Although dairy farmers. in the. ieneteen Care. of the region raise 

hay, they have to have much of their feed shipped in. Since they are 

b. loser ‘to their city markets than are. the dairy farmers in the western " 
art, ‘they sell more of their milk as fluid milk than as farm-separdted cream 


Be eonak Employment in, Agriculture, Viorks Progress Administration, 


"Production of Manufactured Dairy Products, 1945 (Preliminary) ," 
Bip ORs. Fen nein, D. cea July 1946 pProcessed js 


— ee 


Table 31.-Distribution of farms and man—days of hired labor used ‘eee 
year, and the average man-days of hired labor used per farm, 
by type of farm, Dairy Region, 1945 


ce 


Total sAverage :Percent of:Average man— 


: ‘  gman-days:man-days:all farms :days of hired 
: z:of hired:of hired:reporting :labor per farm 
Type of farm : Farms : labor : labor :some hired: reporting ; 
: : used sper farm: labor in : hired labor 
: s° in’ 19453" in119452 0 21945 se noe 
Percent Percent Number Percent Number 
Dairy Region, all farms 100 100 109 42 251 
Dairy farms, total © Si 68 128 53 pass 
Dairy only 10 ava Ore 50 309 
Dairy——poultry L5 13 Ole rag | 192 
Dairy-—other . 
livestock 22 ay 127 56 eed 
. Dairy—scrop 10 nA 157 61 259 
Poultry 5 3 62 26 233 
Truck 4 6 167 42 ; pee) 
Hay 4 aE 38 3D 107 
Other 30 22 82 25 305 
Dairy farms, total 100. TOO ewe Fh! 238 
Eastern part of es 
region : PF Ai 39 206 SH is. 357 
Western part of . ae 
region 76 61" 102 Ie? te ee 197 


ee - S e- -- S -eS 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey - HOF the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 


The eastern dairy farms are less diversified, Almost half of the dairy 
farmers did not report a secondary source of farm income in 1945. Among 
the other dairy farmers, poultry and crops were ‘the most common secondary 
enterprises. Dairy farmers represent only two-fifths of the farmers in 
the eastern part. Other farmers here specialized in crops such as tobacco, - 
truck, potatoes, and fruit, er were part-time farmers. Increasingly, farm _ 
land in the eastern part of the region is being used for summer homes, | 
year—round homes for.retired people or suburban homes, which raises the 
value of land above what it is worth for farming. The farm population ish 
a lower proportion of the total population here than in the western part 
of the region. 


Throughout the region, dairying is usually a family enterprise 
with a large part of the work done by the operator and unpaid family 
workers. lechanization on dairy farms and improved farm practices have 
increased the size of the dairy enterprise which can be handled by the 

farm family and a hired man or two., Extremely large dairy farms 
is are raree aan hie, edie Megensins in ae paren Loker me hav 


+ The average dairy Pete used less than half a man-year of hired 
! Over half .of the- dairy farmers hired workers during. the - 
ar but ee) did not ‘use guite & man-year per farm. The average nunber 
of. workers —+ operators, unpaid family workers, and hired workers — per 
dairy farm in September was only 2. .For every 10 operators, there were 
5 ed family papas and 4 hired vorkers employed, at that time. 


: 1 Pa ol. of. ie vase type 38 of dairy farms seems ee, be predominantly 
es fanily enterprise. The dairy-poultry farmer used the least hired labor. 
_ during the year, and the farmer who reparted dairy only, the most.  ———-- 
_ Probably the average size of the dairy herd was a little larger on these 
farms than on dairy farms with a secondary enterprise so that a few more 
hired workers were needed. However, only 10 percent of the dairy farmers 
_Yreporting no secondary enterprise, used more than 13 man—years of hired - 
_ labor during the year (table 34). In September, they had an, SvgTpee of 
VA workers Per farn — 3 of whom were hired workers. 


Of the dairy farmers who hired labor in May 1945, Meal as sold 
or traded $4, 000 or more worth »f products in 1944 averaged more than 1 
- man-year of hired labor (table 38). About a fourth of the farmers in the 
_ Dairy Region had this high a value of farm products sold in 1944. Dairy 
farmers with $10,000-19,999 value of sales wha hired labor in May aver-— 
aged about 2 man—years of hired labor and those with $20,000 or more ~ 
_ averaged alnost 4 man-yee ars. 


. Most of the eae rane in both the eastern and western parts of 
the. Dairy Region appear to be operated’ primarily with family labor. Only 
10 percent of the Eastern dairy farmers and oniy about 3 percent of the © 
Western used more than 2 man—years of hired labor in 1945. The number of 
unpaid family workers per dairy farm.in September was about the same in- 
the eastern and western parts. In the eastern part, however, the dairy 
- farmers averaged) considerably more hired labor per farm both in September 
_ and during the entire year than those in the western part. A little over 
half of the dairy farmers in. each part hired some labor. But among those 
hiring labor, the average eastern dairy farmer used neariy one and a half 
man—years or ” 30 percent more hired labor per farm than the dairy farmer 
‘in the western part, Tied in with this is the fact that those dairy 
_ farmers with no important secondary source of farm income and those with 
crops as the second msce greater: use. of hired. le ox than:daixy farmers’ :' 
with livestock as a secondary enterprise. They were more prevalent in 
he eastern pote of the region. 


: During the year, the number. of hired workers doing dairy work did 
not change much. However , the number who did field work in addition to 
dairy work during the week, was nearly three times as high in September 
as in March. 22/ There was only a little more labor hired per dairy farm 
in September than in March or May. . The increase was primarily in 
easonal labor for haying, eae corn, or other harvest work on 


Data on dairy workers! earnings: and wage rates shown in this report 
b een limited to dairy workers who did not also report field ue as 
; type of ea Herne the week. See Bae Oe ae ree 


PSOne 


dairy farms. Among dairy farmers, the fall increase in the nunber of, ee 
Seasonal workers per hiring farm was by far the greatest on the dairy-— = 
crop farms. Dairvyv—crop farmers hiring labor in September averaged one 
seasonal worker in addition to an average of nearly one regular fired | 
hand per hiring farm. The only other major types of farms in this region % 
which made as great a use of seasonal labor were truck farms and the 
farms classified as "other," which were primarily potato and fruit farms. 
Most of the workers hired to pick up potatoes, pick apples, or do other 
harvest work in the fall were seasonal workers (table 39). Over a fourth 
of them were crew workers. Crew workers were unimportant on other types a 
ef farms in this region. 


Wages paid workers in the Dairy Region were higher in the fall, . 
but the seasonal increase in wages was one of the smallest of any of the : 
major type-of—farming regions. The average cost of labor increased from ‘ pe 
25 cents an hour in the spring to 35 cents an hour in the fall (table 36). . 
The daily cost rose from $2.70 to $3.60, with the average hours worked pe 
per day a little over 10 in both the spring and fall. The increase in 
daily cost was much greater on dairy farms in the western part of the 
regione The increase in the eastern part was from $2.85 a day to $3.25, 
while in the western part it was from $2.15 a day in March to $3.20 in 
September (table 37). The seasonal increase in wages was greater on 
poultry, potato and fruit farms in the region than on dairy farms. It 
was very small on truck farms, but the wage level for truck farm work was 
higher througnout the year than on other farms. 
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The estimated annual wage cest of a day's work was highest on truck 
farms, but truck farmers pay only about a tenth of the region's annual 
wage bill (table 32). It was next highest on the "other" farms, prin- 
cipally potato and fruit farms, and lowest on dairy farms, f 
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Table 32.-The estimated annual wage cost of a day of hired farm work, 
by type of farm, Dairy Region, 1945 1/ 
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Annual average : --Percent’ of 


‘Type of farm : wage cost 72 region's . se 
AUS I icc as : per day > wage bill 
| Dollars Percent 
Dairy Region, all farms 3.05 | 100 
Dairy farms, total 2465 | 59 
Dairy only 2290 uw 
Dairy—poultry 2-60. aes 
Dairy—-other livestock malo aL 
Dairy—crop Cae sO en 13 
; Poultry 3265 - 4 
Truck he2d5 9 
| Hay : 3 2.90 i, 
Other 3.90 a7 
1/ Excludes wages: paid custom workers. 
Estimates based on data from’ enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau oe 


of Agricultural Economics .. 
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The wages paid dairy workers were lower than those paid for general 
farm work ‘on farms other, than dairy farms or for care of poultry, Of 
course, the number of workers doing general farm work on non-dairy farms 
or taking. care of poultry was much smaller than the number of dairy work~ 
ers in the region. Wages paid for field work in the spring were very 
similar to those paid dairy ‘workers, except pay for planting crops other 
than corn (primarily truck crops), which was higher. Less than a tenth 
of the hired workers employed in May were doing this higher paid work. 
Wages for most harvest work in the fall were higher than for dairy work, 
especially pay for harvest work on fruit’ and truck farms... Hourly wages 
paid for haying, harvesting corn, operating ensilage cutters and filling 
silos, however, were about the same as for dairy work. Many of the work- 
ers doing these jobs also did dairy work. Dairy farmers and other farm- 
ers paid about the same wages for dairy work, and seem to have made little 
wage distinction between milking only and general dairy work. — 


AVERAGE CASH WAGE RATES PAID DAIRY WORKERS ON 
my DAIRY FARMS IN THE DAIRY REGION, 1945 
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Weekly rate 
with meals 
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TYPE OF FARMING AREAS 

(SPECIAL ADAPTATION, 1944) 
Eastern Dairy Region 
BSSl Western Dairy Region 


\ Monthly rate 
~ with meals 


ae SOURCE: SURVEYS OF WAGES AND WAGE RATES IN AGRICULTURE. 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE .. - , "' * NEG. 46504 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 
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Dairy workers in the western part of the region were usual 
paid a monthly rate.. In the eastern part, most of them were paid 
monthly or weekly cash wage rates. Nearly all of the workers on dairy 
farms received perquisites, and between 70 and 80 percent were fur— 
nished either room and meals or houses. 23/ In both parts of the 
region, monthly rates with room and meals were the most common mode 
of payment. The average monthly wage rates paid on Eastern dairy 
farms were usually a little higher than on Western (table 40). In 
addition, the monthly equivalent of the average weekly rate in the 
eastern part of the region was even higher than the average monthly 
rate there. Thus the average daily cash wage cost for dairy farmers 
was $2.95 in the eastern part of the region or 20 percent higher than © 
the average of $2.45 in the western part. The average length of work | 
day on dairy farms vas longer in the Western Dairy Region, averaging 


over 11 hours a day. In the eastern part, it averaged a little over 
10 hours a day. 
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23) Perquisites Furnished Hired Farn workers, United States and Major 
Regions, 1945, Report Number 18 of the series, Surveys of Wages and “ 
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Wage Rates in Agriculture, Bur. Agr. Ecen., December 1946, (Processed) 
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ee of hired Auber “ged during “the year and acres, 
Dairy Region, Septenber 16-22, 1945 1/- . 


Average employment per farm, 
Type of farm, man—days ncaa ae Ee 
of hired labor used 
in 1945 and acres in 


crops 


Percent 


ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Pornuet Humber Manber Number 


Dairy only fams 100 
= No hired labor LY : 

13-49 crop acres 16 

50 crop acres or more 22 

1-74 man—days 19 

75-374 man—days 22 

375 or more man-days se 9) 


oe 
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Dairy—-poultry farms 
No hired labor 
13-49 erop acres 
50 crop acres or-more 
1-74 man-days 
75-374 man—days 
375 or more man—days 
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Dairy—other livestock farms 
No hired labor 
13-49 crop acres 
50 crop acres or more 
1-74 man—days 
75-374 man—days 
375 or more man—days 


° 
On 
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all oll ol cl alll 
WO AD 


Or NO sO 
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P padry farms, total 
Eastern part of region 
Western part of region 


Le 
02 4.0 
© 63 00 


' 


1/ Includes custom workers. 
— 2/ Who worked 15 houz °S or more on the farm ane the week. 


‘Estimates based on date from enumerative sample survey of the 
tural Economics. 


/pe ay on) ‘fams. hey hired labor, and time 
nee ‘by farm operators. and hired workers, by type of farm. in the 
D ry Region, selected weeks of 1945 
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Average number of 
hired workers per farm: 


Average hours 
worked during week 
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reporting - hired labor i per worker 
Total 2 - 
‘ H : hired 3: : 
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Number Nunber Number Number Number 


al :Regular:Seasonal :Operator noriers :Regular:Seasonal i 


Number Number — 


larch ioe eee Wh ai 6 427 ay 66 72 39. 
Pye CeO a i ECE TN Neale vey - 64 69 40 
September 16-22 1,81 298 81 59 53 72 29 

ry farms, total R NR es 
March 18-24" :’ 1,39 Ss 19 - 3 Te 76 4 

bse Soa Moe te) ey). Wake, = 71 Th 43 
ptember 16-22 1.89 099 56 75 61 75. 31 
\ “Warch 18-24 Rene, 40 34 - vais 73 62 
May 20-26 pep NE oy CWA, 952 - 67 pal 56 ih 
September 16-22 1.80 1.09 065 a 59 70 Al ( 
irv—poultry | et | : 
_ March 18-24 Me BUNK LS LO el = 65 ne 33 

| May 20-26 POR Ae OS AWA ~ 7 Files ah iy 
_ September 16-22 1.29 ists 240 73 68 74 48 , 
Dairy-other livestock uh 
March 18-24. adhere i ied Sib eeanes 73 79 Bhs ‘ 
May 20-26 ayer eo ae = 73 ay 3/ | 

ee 140 1.06 °33 79 66 78 26 

} Bales SV Usa haat ara ro i 2 gee TA heey Of cata 
a ene pele Ce leg ares - 69 "13 B/G 
September 16-22 1,99 veo P06 7h, 51 76. RO ae 
reli ee neo any, ee) = 52. 61 3/ Me 
150 93 33 ~ 53 57 3/ 
‘ 55. 3 


es 


setulae time worked. by custom worke rs. 


ire 


-enmmerative sample surveys of the Bureau of Agri- 


‘Table 36,-Cash wages and time vorked by hired farm “workers , by 4 type ‘of farm 


Pale y Resion, all farms 


“yi 20-26 bk ee iat 2.85 AV 60 64 10.4 
September 16-22 035 3.60 LES OPbAR NOE OPM idelase 
Dairy farms, total ar rs 
Marck 18-24 i G2 Fhe 295 eo vasa es Tlie eee 
May 20-26 023 Pe AT ser yl ite IO oes 
September 16-22. 229 » Be207 e507. 90ne 1 OU 1069 ° 
Dairy only | 4 2g Aart ae 
March 18-24 7 2.80 19.00 71 10.5. 6ae 
" May 20-26 028 295 19.20 67 10.35 e6tSes 
September 16-22 30 35 LO Masi 18s Ome 59 LO Zak eoee 
Nai ry—poultry * see Poker kyle oS |. 
March 18-24 OL Sa OV Sues: a eee ee Op 10.5 6.2 
May 20-26 MAL 2025 14250 71. hy Oren eae 
September 16-22 034 3.75 | 122.90: 68 og Ie eo ae 
_ Dairy-other livestock |- ~ gear | | LE ee 
March 18-24 Hssaae he Be AP gt hI? L350 73 8 Ly Ghee eae ee 
May 20-26 Ses ids a SLO 73 LS oe eee 
. Septenber 16-22 eee rk i. nts. 8 Ue 66 BDAC gnats re) 
~Dairy—crop ; ait. ae | ee in 
March 18-24 21 2 A51wsl egos dae eee 6.4 oe 
May 20-26 AP 2.40 15.30 69) TO, Se Osea 
September 16-22 ay A Vee OS ee Se 17.30: pest 10.8 = ene 
: ch, ee ) : i shers 
Poultry - a 
March 18-24 . © 34 3.25 17.907 52 9.5. 
May 20-26 41 3.50 21.90 oie 922 
September 16-22 6A 0 ae tea bo tae ee eee 50 8.6 
Truck , hive. be 
March 18-24 Aa] Aes 21, 40 460 ee SeS 
May 20-26 o5t BAD S) Va eRe iT) 43 8,5 
‘Soptember 16-22 250 NABELON ES "O255 0 ote LS 8.9 


is) S 


in the Dairy Region, selected weeks of 1945 mais 


re cn ee 


: Average cash wages " Average ate worked 


Type cf farm: on reporting fain ce ‘on BepOr Eng farm _ 
and week rn '; Hours : Hours : Days” 
; : ; Hourly , Daily, , Weekly :per week :per day? per week 


Dollars Bites Dollars Tunber Number ele 


ie ve 


” Merch 18-24, . poe DEO 16.60. 66 Loe 


1/ Excludes custom workers. 


igrioul bral Beonomtics. ie 


eset \ : adele es el I eli ae ee eva, | 
sane pa eae. Nees arene Se ereny am 3 eee time worked =: | 

2. on reporting farm : on reporting farm 7) 9% 

Week and fe : : ; Hours? ’Hours. : Days fh dian 
_part of region ; Hourly , Daily : Weekly sper week:per day:per week 
Seotig Ros ; ‘Dollars Dollars. Dollars Number Number Number — “ay 
Dairy fams, total ee et A Re: 
March 18-24 pod ae 2 dy he a 
Eastern part of region ,.27 2685 18.20 67 inte 6.45). ae 
Western part of region .18 O15. 13350 73 L135 Wel Geae as 
May 20-26 ; ; 

_ Eastern part of region .28 2435 18.40 65 LO0en 6.5 By 
Western part of region .21 2.40 15.40 73 ube 6.4 fi 
alam 

September 16-22 | hae 
Eastern part of region .31 B9e5. LE S7O 50 10.45.50 408). 0 ee 
Western part of region .28 “3620 19.30 68 T2536 

BY 

as 

hiring labor in May, by value of protects ah or Spabea in 

1944, Dairy Region, 1945 ; | a 

| ie 

: Average man- : : Average- : Annual cash 14 

Value of : days of hired:Average daily: annual cash :labor cost of) 
products sold : labor used in:cash cost of : labor cost :farm as percent ek 
hey or traded |: 1945 per. farm: hired labor : per hiring  :! of value of ae 
in. 1944 2 Durden Mayer. in 1O45 0) Pee : products ey 
BS: Number Dollars Dollars Percent * 
roy" : ‘ ‘iin ia ae 

dey farms); | Bt 
‘Under $2,500 295 2.10 } 615 eat tee 
— 2,500 - 3,999 - 270 2015 585 160 
4,000 - 5,999 385 2.45 940 Ag Bee 

fe eco. 194999. 4. 405. 2.50 1,010 Be papi Be 
y000 -19,999 | 670 3.10 2,085 14 oe 
0,000 and over 153175 \ 3.70 4350 - > a 


The average value of “products 
be the mid-value of the FANE shown. . 


=~ 


Table 39.—Average cash wages and time worked and proportion of regular and 
seasonal workers doing selected types of tvrork in the Dairy Region, 


selected weeks of 1945 a) ih 
:Percent :Cash; wages on ; ‘Days - * Percent of these 
Week and major sof hired:reporting farm:worked: workers ; 
type of work :. Larm Hey 8; oA NB :Seasonal, : 
os eur ourl _é Re vilar’ °? “Crew 
during survey week :workers i Me ‘Daily ; : week-: : . 2 moncrew 3: 


Percent Dollars De Dollars Number Percent “Percent Percent 


ee ee ee 


March 18-24, all work 100 Ooh SO) 1 Oa BI ey ad 
~ Land preparation 17 £22 245 6.4 85 10 5 
Plowing 10 p24 0) 2655 G65" 5985 7 8 “ 
Other land preparation yas 19 2230 epee, 85 15 ~ 
Dairy work 40 PLS ee ION anes a 90 & 2 
General fam work (non- a 
dairy fams) 6 Lowe Pear | - Dis 65 6.5 89 bile Pert 
Care of poultry a ~40 3.40 4.9 vil 29 ai 
May 20-26, all work 100 gO ORNS eae Stir 270s 
Land preparation 23° eek: 2e0O ia OlS 8s Pais 2 
Plowing at ea Ze DON ree ty 87 idee 4 
Disking, harroving 3 COTE 2098 6.0 72 28 
Other land preparation 9 623 2.65 SEN ee ae eee = sie 
Planting | 26 $26 EL) 6.4 + 89 9 ie 
Planting com 19 pee 2.45 6.6 91 g 1 
Other vlanting 7 Solel. 3280 Dee i Coat 4 3) 
Dairy work 16 025 2.45 GeO ue od: i] 2 
Milkers on dairy farms 2 why 2.00 6.9 Ta 5 20 
Other dairy workers on 
dairy farms 13 025 PIE SA) be OOP 93 i ; 
General farm work (non— 
dairy farms ) 2 «34, 3.40 epaak 87 nhs © ~ 
Care of poultry 1 43 Bebo BaG 78 22 _ 
September 16-22, all work 100 125. Van Pe QOs ieee ais 550 a or ae 
Harvest OD lh teste WUC NAEG Ne, Big 39 35 26 
Cutting, shocking corn Eee ak eae lp il inte Aaa 67 . 33 _ 
Haying Bi aa 9 2.65 6,1 2 23 - 3 
Picking up potatoes gene <64 5.85 2.0 _ - 63 37 
Picking apples 2 253 As9Q ines 35 37 28 
Other harvest work Pay 48 4.60 5.0 35 34 31 
Operating ensilage cutter, mK 
filling silo 34 130, 340 468 OL ee ss 
Dairy work | g BRO (DO arts 82 ena 4 
General farm work (non-— hi 
dairy farm) 2 340 S375 59 95 5 o 
Care of poultry sated gee ig VAIS Soc iN hee Meh ZY - 


hy Excludes custom workers. 

2/ Crew workers. and seasonal - pone te SS bie eke 
Estimates based on data from enmerative sample surveys of the Bureau of Apri- 
eultural Economics. eae ee 


of fams, 
3 ee of ks cg 


-Bareh. oe May September 
Tht 20826 | B22 


DeLars ay. Net Lars hry i Dollars. 


/ 
: 


aa D ry. Aesion dairy ae - Pe Ne tC uh ch Ra ME ni RS 

panes ey 5 ae 20 £9.40 FOL 08 
OFS OG? 7 100.00 hs STOG teu 
13.80 PIN aes ee be 14.30 
APRA Be £0) 28.80 


> Mont , 58.7 “61,00 er 65 soe 
* > Month’ without meals 3/. °° 94.201 100.60 ig OL OER 
Mecok wit nemesisy 2A 0 8815630" ONES UL ONC uni tae 
‘Week without meals 3/ DLOV OH LIV Re OO a DE he) 


rane j ; “SS ie I A Rt . : 
Month with meals 2/-.* 5542.90 hols Mine GOs a 
Month without meals 3/ 99.00 | pe LOC EG 


BS eA es Y ves 


——, 


, Excludes’ cust bom rates, : 
» “Tyo. ‘or More. revular meals nér days. i... 
Poo some Wo ae ee tee oe maeal per days 


aM “ 


OO 


4 d+ GENERAL AND SELF-SUFFICING REGION 


Fewer farmers. hired workers in the General and Self-Sufficing Region _ 
than in any other major type-of—farming region. Wage costs here and 
in the Cotton Belt were lower than in other regions. Even those farm— 
ers in this region who hired labor averaged the lowest man—days of a 
tired labor per farm. Only about 40 percent of the farmers in the rar. 
General and Self-Sufficing Region hired any workers during 1945, and ; 
they averaged less than 5 man-months of hired labor (table 43). How- - 
ever, because about a fifth of the farms in the country are in this % 
region, the total of the man—days of hired labor used during the year ‘f 
vas greater than in the Range—Livestock or Wheat Regions, and was 
nearly as great as in the Corn Relt. 


Only a sixth of the farmers in the General and Self-—Sufficing 
Region were dairy farmers, but they hired near y a third of the labor 
and paid nearly a third of the region's wage bill. Although dairy 
farmers were the largest users of hired labor in the region, they hired 
considerably less than dairy farmers in the eastern part of the Dairy 
Region, and a little less than those in the western part. 24/ As in 
the Dairy Region, less labor is hired on dairy—poultry farms than on 
other combinations of dairy with a secondary enterprise. The 1945 
“annual wage cost for a day of hired labor on dairy farms was about 
$2.50, a little less than in the Dairy Region (table 41). 


In spite of being the largest users of hired labor in the region, 
dairy farmers operated their units primarily with their own labor and 
the help of unpaid family workers. Only a fifth of the workers em— 
ployed the third week in September on dairy farms in this region were 
wage workers (table 44). This was.an average of only one hired man 
ber three dairy farms. Most of the dairy workers were regular hired 
hands (table 45). The use of seasonal labor on dairy farms was greater 
during the fall than spring in this region, as in the Dairy Region, 
but the seasonal increase in wages paid on dairy farms was not as great. 
The average wage paid for dairy work in the General and Self-Sufficing 
Region was from 26 to 28 cents an hour in each of the three survey 
periods (table 47). Dairy hands worked, on the average, a little over 
9 hours a day for 63 days a week. The hours per day were not as high ve 
as those put in by dairy workers in the Dairy Region. The average hours 
worked per day by dairy hands tended to be higher in the early spring ; 
and lower in the fall in both regions.’ 


’ 


By 1946, dairying had become so important in some of the counties 
bordering on the Dairy Region (as delineated in 1944) that the Farnh 

Management and Costs Division of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
reclassified them as part of the Dairy Region. 


‘Table 41.-The estimated annual -wage cost of a day of hired: farm work, a4 
Be - by type of farm, for the General. and Self-Sufficing Region, Le 
1945 1/ | | oe 


as 


ee 


a : Annual average : Percent of 
Type of farm ; swage cost 3 region's 
2 ie poe a ai Carne seniper day. i ¢) Wage DELL 4.8 
Dollars = Percents 
General and Self-Sufficing Region, 2055 opto 
all farms — 
‘Dairy farms, total rea 2450 31 
Dairy only 2.65 9 
Dairy--poultry Para ts: 7 
Poultry Wiles. atl 4 
Cattle 2025 Li? ; 
Tobacco | 2025 4 
Myce. 3% . ga 7 ane Oo Be 
Potato — 2-20 7 | 
pe . 2025 S io 
3.00 Bb i 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau ta 


of Agricultural Economics. ——. ‘ 


The average cash wage rates paid by dairy farmers in the General 

and Self-Sufficing Region were considerably lower than in the Dairy: (2, aja 

Region (table 42). This was particularly true of the monthly rates in 

each of the three survey periods and of the daily rates without meals 

in the fall. Monthly rates with meals were not quite as prevalent in 

this region as in the Eastern Dairy Region and not nearly as prevalent si 

as in the western part of the Dairy Region. Daily rates were more | 

common in this region. Average hourly rates without-:-meals here were 

also lower than the comparable rates in the Dairy Region, although they 

were less important than in the Eastern Dairy Belt. Weekly rates were pe 

paid to about the same proportion of workers on dairy farms in this. 

foe “cegton7 as in the eastern part of the Dairy Region, and in general were 
a little lower. ae 


Farmers with their principal source of farm income from sale of 
cattle were the next highest users of hired farm labor in this region. 
They made up less than a tenth of those in the region, but paid about 
a fifth of the total wage bill. They averaged, however, only 4 man 
months of hired labor per farm, A larger proportion of them uséd some 
labor during the year than farmers with any other major type of farm. 


‘Tobacco has very specific soil requirements, and there 3.8.00 
tobacco "region. Instead, there are tobacco "islands" in the Cotton 
+4, the Residual areas, and in the General and Self—Sufficing Region. je 


\ 


farmers were among those using the least hired labor during 


oF. 


percent of chon hee any hired Tabor ie the - year, 

aged only about two man—months. A large part of this wes eon 
labor hired to transplant tobacco and, in. the late summer , to cut vn 
and house the tobacco. The survey made the third. week in September He! 
probably caught the end of the tobacco harvest only in some areas. 
Wages paid by tobacco farmers were about 25 cents an hour in September, 
about the same as in March and May (table 46). This was alittle 
below the regional average hourly wage. Tobacco farmers in this 
region probably operated smaller farn enterprises than farmers in 

the tobacco sub-areas of the nore commercial WEE tae regions. 


Dairy, cattle and tobacco farmers made up Boek a third of the 
farmers in this region. The few truck farmers use a little less” ; 
labor than the cattle farmers. The farners prinarily raising poultry, 
potatoes or hay used even less. The farmers classified as operating _ 
"other" types of farns made up nearly half of the farmers in the 
region and used very small amounts of hired labor. The majority of 
these farmers produced primarily for hone usee Three-fourths of the 
"other" group did not hire any farm work done during the yeare Many 
of those who used hired labor were corn farmers and a few were 
fruit farmers. 


The cash wages paid for farm work in this region did nou, vary 
much from one type of farm to another or with the type of farm _work | 


done except for the fall harvest. Of the major types of work sur-— 
veyed in September, only workers baling hay and picking apples were 
paid higher than average wages for the region, About 80 percent of 
the workers doing these jobs were seasonal workers. Many of the 


pee. apple pickers were erew workerse This was the only type of farm 


_ work surveyed in this region for which a large proportion of the 
workers were employed in crews. vate 


bi sc same 


oa Table 42.-Average cash wage rates paid hired farm workers on dairy 


farms, by selected modes of payment, General and Self- 
Sufficing Region, selected weeks of 1945 1/ 


- Merch * May * September 
Mode of payment ogee 20-26 16-22 
k Dollars Dollars Dollars 
i Dairy farms bene somatol VYOLLALS Dollars 
: Month with meals 2/ 53.40 £5060 48.00 
‘ lwonth without meals 3/ 86.70 Te LO 81.70 
49 Week with meals 2/ 14.60 14.00 14.30 
Ry Week without meals 24,630 19.50 26.10 
7 Day without meals 2.70 PA) 3.20 
i Hour without meals 3/ 43 045 8 
1/ Excludes custom rates. 
2/ Two or more regular meals per day. 
3/ Includes some workers receiving one meal per day. 
Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the 
Bureau of #gricultural Economics. 
ie sama aes 
i i i das hired labor used during 
aaa Table 43.—Distribution of farms and man—days of 
. year, and average man-days of hired labor used per farm, by type 
is of farm, General and Self-Sufficing Region, 1945 
: Total : Average +Percent of:Average man- 
M : sman—days :man—days ofzall farms :days of hired 
: : sof hired: hired :reporting : Labor pe farm 
: Farms :‘labor : labor :some hired: repor ing 
ce YW : ° : used : per farm + labor in : hired labor 
3 sin 1045.3) in 1945 s 2945" sein 
Percent Percent Number Percent Number 
a General and Self-—Sufficing Lae 
sre Region, all farms 100 100 Ld Bf. 
cies Dairy farms, total 15 Bi 90 47 us 
Oa Dairy only 4 9 98 40. apy: 
eo" Dairy—poultry 6 8 54 42 
7 Poultry 7 5 29 26 SI. 
a Cattle g 19 100 57 175 
. Tobacco 10 5 20 He 43 
eS Truck 3 3 40 43 89 
ies Potato 6 8 62 50 124 
‘ Hay 4 2 37 50 Te 
Other hf 26 O46 26 90 


ee eee ee eee ears e eee eee eee ee ee i racer a ee ea ae TO TUNEL TTT 


1/ No classification "general farm" has been set up in this report. Such farms 
have been classified according to the principal source of farm income. . 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of 
ericultural Economics. aa 
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ee Table 45.-Hired workers per farm on farms reporting hired labor, and tame 
Ae worked by farm operators and hired workers, by type of farm in 
the General and Self-Sufficing Region, selected weeks of 1945 


; Average number of hired : Average hours worked during 
ae of farm ; workers per farm report-—: i. uweek per worker.) 
3 and week : ing hired labor : :Total hired: 
ei :Total-1/:Regular:Seasonal:0Operator: workers 2/: veeilaris : Seasonal 
is "Number Number “ Number  Mumber Number “Number — “Number 


tee General and Self-Sufficing ~ 


a Region, all farias 2 
‘ie March 18-24 poet 1 WeOs 064 i. 42 D4, 25 


Hs et, May 20-26 % > O 2 77 * 62 ae 43 57 25 
> September 16-22 1.91 273 1615 foi Bk 40 59 28 
e's Dairy, total ae 
March 18-24 ete 1.23 229 - 58 64 32 
Me May 20-26 1,54 1.14 Agek - 59 65 35 
Be September 16-22 1.92 -99 92 55 44 63 23 
Bi Dairy only 
March 18~24 Logg Les 46 ~ 54 59 3) 
Maree ein): 16593). 6 1643 o13 ~ 63 64, 3/ 
September 16-22 2.19 Vea Ly O4 56 50 66 33 
Dairy -Poultry | 
March 18-24 cls PL aaa ss 12 ~ 63 66 Sf 
Yay 20-26 1.23 285 022 - 58 66 3/ 
September 16-22 1.71 66 1.04 49 34 61 16 
Poultry 
fe ) Mareh 18-24 1.14 +90 ol6 ~ 42 46 3/ 
ye May 20-26 1.18 - 60 45 = 50 62 3/ 
ie - September 16-22 1.31 A gi 43 40 48 61 25 
Cattle 
May 20-26 le 55 075 oth = 36 53 19 
September 16-22 1.5 ~@O «90 oi 42 aye 32 
Tobacco 
May 20-26 1.36 059 ale - 39 50 30 
September 16-22 1.68 31 1.36 37 30 3/ 25 
Truck 
May 20-26 1.22 we 72 = 33 oe ‘ie 
September 16-22 2.01 43 1.58 40 29 3/ 21 
Potato - | | 
 Warch 18-24 1263 60 87 - 37 46 3/, 
May 20-26 1.39 268 266 - 39 54 8 
September 16-22 1.66 47 Leis 31 43 60 | 36 


Excludes time worked by. custom workers. 
- Estimate not shown because there were too few cases in the sample in this 


s 


eo t/ 
~! 


Dollars Dcllars Dollars Number, Number Number 
_ General and Self-Sufficing i GS 
Region, all farms 5 é 
March 18-24 sa cee Sor. LOSCO 42 9.3 4.5 
May 20-26 eh as Oe MLS OO) 43 ey 4.5 
September 16-22 ool ve B00 VUeeaO 40 She) Ae 
Dairy farms, total rs : 
March 18-24 VO) = 22802 1. BO 58 9.7 6.0 
May 20-26 SLs Owe Lhe iO 59 LOSO 5.9 
September 16-22 ERB MOVOR “12536: 44 9.4 4.6 
. Dairy only 
March 18-24 eee eam LL COO 54 8.9 ovals 
May 20-26 26. 2.55 16,20 63 9.8 6.4 
September 16-22 ° 31 oe 05 15 ° 70 50 9. ) 5 2 
Dairy—poultry 
March 18-24 shi ete Oe ESO 63 LOGE 6,2 
May 20-26 «19 dg 85 10, 80 58 10.0 5.8 
September 16~22 6255) 2235) S60 BL 94 3.6 
Poultry 
March 18-24 gee LESOK i Ono 42 8.2 Sai 
May 20-26 623) ee Oe Aa Sor 92 54 
September 16-22 a8 ee doe 50 48 9.1 She) 
Cattle 
March 18-24 2 OU SOO; romeo eal 9.5 Date 
May 20-26 020) 2940) 293/30 36 9.2 309 
September 16-22 «31 2680 12,90 42 91 46 
Tobacco rat 
March 18-24 EL OMI PIAS hs 7.80 30 8.5 320 
May 20-26 Se4 Veer ot 650 39 9.6 Vast 
September 16-22 25 BeBe VI LO B03 9.2 Bae 
Truck _ peek 
May 20-26 930) 2.45. «92.90 33 Ose Aen 
September 16-22 popu was OS Leo 29 Ser Slats 
- Potato as ‘ 
March 18-24 B28 ered ier CORT Sige 94 3.9 
May 20-26 cig lO pao 39 ie Avera 
September 16-22 5 2 LO MrOred 43 9.6 A Saas 


G Agrewiltur al Economics. 
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Table 46.-Cash wages and time worked by hired farm workers by type of farm 

in the General and Self-Sufficing Region, Seleoved. weeks: of 1945 / oe 


: Average cash meee ss Average ne worked 


Type of farm Cynthia e' SOUS 3 farm “on reporting farm ; 
7) OUTS is; HOUrS ut Days ; 


and week ae 
| Hourly, alayhieany oe es er week 


1/ Excludes custom workers, 
Estimates based on data from Bora ae sample surveys of sti Burear 
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ne Table 47.-Average cash wages and time worked and proportion of regular and 
& seasonal workers doing selected types of work in the General and 
BG Self-Sufficing Region, selected weeks of 1945 1/ 


bes ; . . tPercent: Cash wages 3: _Days : Percent of these 
ti week and major 20f hired: on report-  :worked: workers 
cape, OL work during 3. farm ..3. ine farm Paper, § :Seasonal,: 
Survey weeks sworkers s:Hourly : Daily :_ week :Regular: noncrew :; Crew __ 
Percent — Dollars Dollars Number Percent Percent ~ Percent 
tiarch 18-24, all work 100 eo wie act dae SOF ney ade 
a ~ Tand Purecara tian 2 NR ea old Aeo7 54 46 - 
* Plowing . ee ong Papi 4,08 61 a9 a 
5: Other land 
a preparation 7 «22 210 Loh eae aN hg ~ 
My Planting 13 el8 1:60 304 46 54 a 
Dairy vork 10 a2 7 2.60 6.4 87 13 - 
Maintenance work 5 025 2210 Bee 25 75 ue 
General farm work 
(nondairy farm) 12 Pe 2.00 405 63 Sy, ~ 
Vay 20-26, all work 100 eve te o> 425 Si laa ibe a bl 
Land preparation USE ip. ie 2ohd 4-8 os) 43 2 
Plowing i 023 225 426 al 49 _ 
Other land 
preparation 6 jes 2.80 Sue 64, 31 5 
Planting 38 02h 230° Ach 49 51 - 
Cultivating ; 13 oak GeO. 309 49 pul ~ 
Dairy work Seales cy ties E te) 6.5 OL, 6 neh 
Mew sept. 16-22, all work 100 Peo Te so hed BOW C/V GL 
r Harvest aU Mee o32 2095 eS) 31 60 9 
Haying . Ys 029 2075 he2 47 oe) - 
if Baling hay 6 098 5230 39 4s 80 5 
ae ae Picking apples 4 42 3-60 Aol AL 38 Al 
7 ao Other harvest 38 Seon mre A) 32 61 7 
x Operating ensilage 
1 cutter, filling silo 14 30 2-90 ais “40 45 15 
wee. Dairy work 5 026 2035 6.3 79 ea - 


1/ ‘Excludes custom workers. ati i 


, 2/ Crew workers and seasonal noncrew workers included. 


Estimates based on.data from enunerative sample surveys of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 
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6. RANGE-LIVESTOCK REGION ee es 


Next to the Western Specialty Crop Areas, farmers in the Range— 
Livestock Region had the hignest average man—days of hired labor per 
farm in 1945 of any of the major type-of—farming regions. Half of the 
farmers in this region hired farm workers at sometime during the year 
(table 48). Those who did averaged about one man—year of hired labor 
The average number of hired workers per farm in September was higher — 
than the number of unpaid family workers in this region. The Western 
Specialty Crop Areas and the Residual Areas were the only other regions 
where more hired than unpaid family workers were used in the fall. The 
average number of family workers per farm — operator and unpaid tani dae 

members —- was only a little lover in the range areas than for’ the 
country as a whole during that week. 


cathe, hay” and sugar beet Futene were among the groups of em— a 
ployers hiring the most labor per farm here. The first two made up near= 
ly a third of the farmers And. used more than a third of the man—days - ‘of: 
hired labor in 1945. Some of the farmers with hay as the principal | 
source of farm income had cattle as a secondary enterprise. The sugar 
beet growers were relatively few in number and used less than a tenth 
of the region's total man—days of hired labor. But a larger proportion © 
of them hired labor at some time during the year than any other major 
type. Each of these three groups of farmers averaged about one man— ~~ 
year of hired labor per hiring farm. Wheat farmers hired the lowest’ 
average man-days of labor per farm for the year. The "other"! farmers, 
which included sheep, cotton, and truck farmers, hired about the samé 
anount of; Labor per farm as cattle ranchers . 

Cattle ranchers hired a little more labor per farm during ‘the’ year 
than the average farmer in the region. They probably hired more than 
average amounts in mid-summer and in the late fall, especially the 
ranchers in the Northern States, In May and September , they hired fewe 
workers than the regional average per, Hiring farm.) Inthe terenern 
parts of the region, many ranchers ee produce hay. As a-result- there 
is a July-August harvest peak when workers are hired. The ranchers in ee 
Texas, New Mexico and Arizona , on Ae other hand, have year—round ee 
oracle and in general do not produce hay for their own use or for sale. 
Thus, the use of hired labor does not vary as much during the year as 
in the States to the North. . In both parts of the region, rounding ‘Up - 
or working the range may pants additional hired labor. , This work is 
probably not completely reflected in the September data in this report 
as fall marketing tends to be done in October in ‘the Northern States — 
and November in the southern parts of the region. In addition, only 
small amount of haying was covered US the 1945 surveys. 


On the average cattle ranch in the region, the variation from tere 
to May to september 1945 in the number of workers hired was small, with 
May a little higher than the other two months. The number of family w 
ers per cattle ranch in September was 1.2, about the same as the re 
average (table 50). Hay farmers used tore hired labor in September 
_ the cattle ranchers, but their prgeaes mse ot eye labor for” 
was about. the Same o Als 
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Table 48.—Distribution of farms and ‘ man—days of hired labor used during year, 
and the average man—days of hired labor used per farm, by type 
of farm, Range—Livestock Region, 1945 
ie Ota PotaL sAverage :Percent of:Average man— 
: sman—days:man—days:all farms :days of hired 
: sof hiredsof hired:reporting :labor per farm 


Type of farn ; Farms : labor : labor :some hired: reporting 
; , 8 used sper farm: laber : hired labor 
pn oe tr oe hgh 2 van 19453 (in 19452 in 1045 23. in ogame 
~ Percent Percent Number Percent Number 
Range-Livestock Region, 
all farms 100 100 Na fe SPA 238 
Cattle 15 19 Abs ts GC 244, 
Wheat 1/ ale 6 73 70 100 
Hay 15 16 129 Gye 24,6 
Sugar beet 4 6 195 30 241, 
All other 55 Hie) 140 43 aii 


rasayana os Sepsersgy Soe eRe | RTS TRE VS TRDENT ETRE SIA ES ORBLE C ea RR NT. SEITE TN 


Pacubt. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 


Table 49.-The estimated annual wage cost of a day of hired farm work, by 
type of farm, Range-Livestock Region, 1945 1/ 


> Annual average : Percent of 
Type of farm. $ °° ‘swage cost : region's 
‘haat $ wie persaayncl cai ce* ware! bull 
| Dollars Percent 
Range-Livestock Region, all farns . LB 100 
Cattle ay 1p 3.75 16 
Hay 1b oa eb LS 
Sugar beet ’ ;  5arBO" 7 
tiheat 2/ ALOE 6 
Other 455 56 


—_—— ee oe 


ee ‘Excludes wage: ges paid custom orkers. 
2/ Includes a few farms with grain other than wheat or corn as the 
principal product. 


Estimates based on data from emmierative sample surveys of the Bureau 
rp * : 
of 4gricultural Economics. 


The annual average cost of hired labor per day on cattle ranches 
was lower in 1945 than on the other major types of farms in the region % 
(table 49). The cattle ranchers hired 19 percent of the labor and paid 
16 percent of the region's wage bill. The hourly cash wages paid by 
cattle ranchers were the same as the regional average in March (table 52). ' 
But in May and September, the wages they paid were considerably lower 
than those paid by ether farmers. Viages dropped a little from spring to 
fall.on cattle ranches, although they increased for the region as a whole. 
The seasonal drop in the average wages paid by cattle ranchers was caused 
by the fact that wages paid for fall crop work were lower than those paid 
for care of livestock or general ranch work. The wages paid for fall crop 
work on cattle ranches also were lower, on the average, than on other 
farms. (About half of the hired workers on cattle ranches during the . 
September survey week were doing crop work.) 


Another reason why the wages paid by cattle ranchers were lover in 
the fail than those paid by other farmers is that piece rates, which on 
the average vield higher earnings than time rates in the West, were paid 
much more often by the other farmers. Also, few seasonal workers were 
hired by cattle ranchers compared with hay or sugar beet producerse From 
two-thirds to more than three~fourths of the hired workers surveyed on 
cattle ranches were regular hands in the spring and fall of 1945 (table 51). 
The average cash wages paid regular workers are generally lower than those 
paid seasonal workers. 


The average hourly cash wages paid for general ranch work for the 
entire region increased from about 33 cents in the spring to adout 45 
cents an hour in the fall (table 53). The average monthly rates with 
meals paid for general ranch work were around S100 in the spring and 
about $130 in the fall (table 54). 


Wages paid by farmers with hay as their principal cash product 
increased from an average of. about 40 cents an hour in the spring to about 
49 cents an hour in the fall. Wages on hay farms, as well as on cattle 
ranches, were lower than the average for the region in both May and in 
September. Hourly wages paid for haying in the fall, however, were about 
the same as the regional average. Three—fourths of the hired workers 
harvesting hay were seasonal workers. Hay farmers hired a few more sea— 
Sonal workers than regular workers, but their use of seasonal labor was 
not nearly as great as that of sugar beet growers or farmers classified 
as having "other" types of farms. This latter group of farmers was com— 
posed of many types -—- cotton, truck, fruit, potato, sheep, and dairy as x 
well as others. On the whole, they paid wages which were a little higher 
than the regional average. . 


= a Se 


Sugar beet producers paid wages which were considerably higher than 
the regional average. Their annual average wage cost of $5.30 per day was 
nearly a dollar higher than the regional averagee The average wages 
earned by workers thinning sugar beets were 50 cents an hour, which was 
only slightly higher than the average hourly. cash wages for the region in 
May. Most of this work was done at a cash rate per acre, which averaged 
about $12.25 the third week in Mey. Both men and women were hired for 
DS Whe Lt September, the sugar beet growers paid wages considerably 
higher than the regional average at this time. Nearly half of them were 
hiring some labor the third week in September, but very little of it was 


Fa err 


ugar beet eee they 4 were hiring nest of these workers to help handle Ray 
supplementary enterprises — nay, grain, corn, ary beans, potatoes, lettuce, ey 
. or other crops.  They.paid more of these workers at an hourly rate than any 
_ other rate and hired primarily male, seasonal workers. The average wages hem 
» et beet growers paid were 64 cents an hour in September. Viages paid for ne 
pulling and topping sugar beets, which was just eae ipa ash ee ; 
ae over. 70 cents an hour. aus 


Sing Similar wages were paid about a month later for pulling and opette 
sugar beets. Wage rates which averaged $1.25 a ton and which yielded average 

| _ hourly earnings of 70 cents an hour were paid in Weld County, Colorado, the 
third week in October for this work. 25/ At the same time, the potato “harvest 
in this county was competing for labor, in some’cases on th ie same farm with the 
sugar beets. The average cash wages paid for harvesting potatoes were 64 

| cents an hour. 26/ ANG 3 | 


A few of the farmers in the irrigated areas, of the southern part of the 
ee re ees were cotton growers. They were employing about.10 per-— vi 
cent of the hired workers the third week in May and about 15 percent the third 

_ week in September. The hourly wages they paid for chopping cotton and picking 
_ cotton were considerably lower than the regional average. The wages for these 
jobs averaged 35 and 38 cents an hour during the survey weeks. The most usual 
type of wage rate for chopping cotton here, as in the Cotton Belt, was a day 
rate without meals and for picking , a rate per hundredweight. The average ‘ 
¥ Eacrete rate in this region was 53.50 a day and the average picking rate was ig 
about $1.75 a hundredweight. The average cotton chopping rate was considerably ; 
higher than in the cotton Belt during the sane week, while.the cotton picking 3 
rate was about the same. Wages earned from cotton picking, however, were high- | 
A er in this region than in the Cotton Belt. Higher yields in-irrigated-areas is 
were largely responsible for this. Cotton production is much less important ‘a 
Sas) this region than in the irrigated parts of the lestern Specialty Crop Areas, 
as the San toasdeen joie! in California and ere ee RAC Tages 


Sheep ranching is another of the important types of farms in this region. 
' It is primarily found in areas where the grazing is uneconomic for cattle. | 
The average farmer in the country reporting sheep or wool production as his 
principal source of farm income used 195:man+days of hired labor during the 

year. Hired workers on sheep ranches were paid about average wages for the 
region in March and in September, but higher than average in May. Most of the 
sheep in the West are sheared in April, Way or June, and the number of workers 
hired is greatest at this time. Many of the sheep shearers work in small crews. 
Some of the crew leaders are custom workers, furnishing electrical shearing bf 
equipment as well as their owm labor. Excluding the wages earned by custom f 
workers, the average wages of sheep herders and shearers in May were 63 cents 
an hour or $6.25 a day. Sheep herders in March and September were paid about ~ 
46 cents an hour, which meant a little less than $4.50 a day. Workers were 
usually hired at monthly rates except at Sheatane time when daily rates were isi 
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adhe week per yorker 
s. Sota vii (s : ‘ 
Operator: hired ‘Regular :Seasonal. 5 


aeons iu sane 2/: 
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Died 


y 20-26 
tember 16~—22 


petite not shown because’ News were too tow cases) ig the senple in this 


Table 52 basi’ wages’ wena: ee Heese hire 
farm ‘in | the Wie ke: Region; se 
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“Average! “cash Wages Ae "vereae tine work 
On 3 r epor tne eyes esher yom 


Type of farm 
and week | “3 Rourly. ‘Daily eekly 


Dollars lars Dollars “Doltars ars Number Number Wun 
Range—Zivestock Region, Tete tech Aha ae Las 
all farms siga ; 
March 18-24 
May 20-26 
September 16-22 


Cattle 
March 18-24 
May 20-26 
September 16-22 


Hay 
March 18-24 
May 20-26 
September 16-22 


Sugar beet 
May 20-26 
September 16-22 


1/ Excludes custom workers. : 
ay Ineludes 2 few farms with grain other than wheat or corn as the: 
ia he Sen peta: 


L 
Estimates based on data from enunerative 
Agricultural Economics. 


an oe eanciene dette fetes bed Dene of work in ey 
Range-Livestock Region, selected weeks of 1945 1/ 


yPercent: Cash, wages" Onws Percent of 


: eporsd. oo soem 5 D Days : . ... these workers iim 
3 Oe occ : 
: Howly: Daily per :Regular:Seasonal 


Dine AE TeLlse pours Number Percent Percent Percent — 
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 Tand preparation ava oA0 3.80 
"Plowing \ . ti Mey, S465 
Planting LE 40 3.80 
General ranch work and 
care of livestock a5 Age) 3.60 
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Chopping cotton — i Bos 

_ ‘Thinning sugar beets. 5 4.85 

Other cultivating 4275 
Recpeay ranch work and 

care of livestock 
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Picking cotton 
 Haying 
Baling hay 
_ Other harvest 
Dairy work 
- General ranch work and 
yeieare of livestock 
‘Sheep herder 
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ee custom workers: 
Crew workers and seasonal noncrew workers included. 


imates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of 
ultural Economics. 


Table 5/,.-Average cash wage Coles nai hives farm workers ing se: 
types of work, by selected modes of payment, Lge doaeatk als 
Region, selected weeks of 1945 1/ \ 
ze Monthly rates: ‘Daily rates _ 


Weel and: ma Jor Vy Us: “Without: Wath ~:~ Wa thou 


Se ie : : with 3 
of work during week , meals 2/ dpe ee ante 2/ bea 3/ 
: Pee RU ana ~ Dollars Dollars oe Dollars 
March 1824 : | 
General ranch work LOD OG ie Vee : 
ie, Sheep herder 123.30 
Nip May 20-26 
Chopping cotton : 
General ranch work . - 97250 iv 
Sheep hexder, shearer 144.80 oo 595 
on September 16—22 : . 
es General ranch work 128.00 He 
Sheep herder MY fot ONIN ganic s an Rhee 


{ ; » 
res es eee —_——— em nee 
y ' ; 


ay Excludes custom rates. 
a _2/ Two or more regular meals per day. 
a 3/ Includes some workers receiving one meal per day. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. | . get te 


Table 55.-Average cash wage rates paid on hay and cattle ranches in the 
West, by selected modes of payment, selected weeks of Monee 1 


Bei | ou (ie aype of tarn aide ih aus arch : lay: 7y Se@ptenhar aed 4 
| mode of payment _ 2 1824 : 20-26 «3 bee. ee 
Doilars Dollars Dollars ) 


Hay is ok 
Month with meals ney 3/ 91.00 TEL.O0 

Month without meals 4 3/- 154.50 179.630; 

‘Day without meals 4 i 3/ 4020 530 ae 
Hour without meals 4/ 261 Agee Rogie! 


Cattle oi OR . | 
x Month with meals 2/ aerate 106.80 peed PEM NE AT 
|. + Month without meals 4/ = 131.40 136.50 i E25 5057 
. Day with meals 2/ . 3/ 3670 — Me eS 


i ee 


1/ Excludes custom rates. 

2/ Two or more regular meals per day. , hy 
Estimate not shown because there were too con ree in the sample 

in this class. 

Includes some workers receiving one ser am GAY 


WESTERN SPECIALTY CROP AREAS. 
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We no other Bere ot teeming region do farmers hire as much labor 
er farm or are wages as high as in the Western Specialty Crop Areas. 
‘he average farmer here hired more than 300 man-days of labor during 
1945 (table 56). Three—fourths of the farmers hired some labor during 
the year. Most of the farmers specialize in a particular crop or enter— 
prise and farm intensively. - They depend largely on seasonal workers for 
labor. Two-thirds of the hired workers in the early spring of 1945, and 
nearly 90 percent “in tne fall were seasonal (table 59). Vages paid them 
_ are generally higher per hour than those paid regular workers, but sea— 
sonal work is so intermittent that the weekly or annual farm wages of 
_ seasonal workers may not be as high as those of regular workers. The 
_ average cash cost to, the farmer of a day's farm work was $6.30 in 1945, 
which was $2.60 higher than the United States average for the year 
(table 57). Wages were nearly two and one-half times as high in this 
region as in the Cotton Belt. Of the ten leading agricultural counties 
in the United States, based on value of products sold, traded, or used in 
_ the household in. 1944, nine were in this region. "Seven of these nine were 
among the ten counties with the highest Ae wage bills for hired farm — 
labor in L944 « 


Pai fornia, This State produced half.or more of the ee Se 1944 com-— 
mercial crops of carrots, cauliflower , honeydew melons, lettuce, almonds, 
apricots, avocados, figs, grapes , lemons , olives, oranges, plums, prunes, 
and walnuts. Also important in California was the production of asparagus, 
cantaloupes, green peas for the fresh market, peaches, pears, cotton, and 
es Reese _ Intensive dairying is found in She Los oe and San 


ant wb with the California specialty areas is the area of Southern 
‘izona which falls in this region. Production here is principally on Hat 
irrigated land in the Gila River Valley. This section is particuldrly are 
portant in the production of lettuce, cantaloupes, and to a less extent, 
cotton, alfalfa, and grapefruit. The eastern part of the Western Specialty 
Crop Areas is composed of scattered counties in Colorado and one each in 
Nebraska and New Liexico. In the New Mexico ae few farms were irri- _ 
ated and the primary products were dry beans, ca vole , ie sheep. Farmers 
in the Nebraska and Colorado counties produced sugar beets and potatoes. 

n addition, they produced green peas, cantaloupes , ca ze ly alfalfa, and vs 
p- A little over half of the Colorado farms in this region, and near— Akal 
all of the farms in Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska, were are ras in 19400 @ 


; ‘Most of the irrigated areas of Utah and Idaho are in he north 
tral part of the Western Specialty Crop Areas. Farmers there produce 
Bee oe t0e8 >. cha beets, scone ee and green peas. ‘Zne northern 

oy of Washington 
To the south < are Jackson sande ae River Counties, Oregon. Farmers 
ae pape ton State part ot khe region are outstanding producers of 


apples and pears. They also produce asparagus, sheeted Lape. sugar 4 

beets, and alfalfa. Most of their. farms were irrigated. Farmers in the 
fs two Oregon counties grow pears, apples, cherries, and strawberries. . 
| About two-thirds of their farms were ‘pripated. in 1940. an 


Most of the labor hired in this region was ‘employed on large-scale 
farms which produced the predominant part of the commercial crop in this — 
region. Nearly three-fourths of the man-days of labor hired in 1945 was © 
employed on farms with 500 or more man-days of hired labor during the 
ape Even the average farmer had an annual cash wage bill of nearly 

$2,000 in 1945. About 90 percent of the fruit, truck, sugar ‘beet and 
poate farmers hired labor at some time during the year and those who did — 
averaged about 500 man-days. Most of the fruit, truck, sugar beet and 
potato farmers were working during the third weck of September. Some of 
them had unpaid femily help during the week. But the average number of 

hired workers employed that week far exceeded the average number of un- 
paid family workers on each of these types of farms. 


Table 56.—Distribution of farms and man—deys of hired labor used eens 
year, and average man—days of hired labor used per farm, by . 
type. of farm, Western Specialty Crop Areas, 1945 


——— ee 


: Total : Average :Percent of: days of 
tman—days:man—days :all farms :hired lab 


ee se ae ee 


Type of farm 


Farms sof hired:of hired :reporting : per farm 
re ; laber : labor :some hired: reportin 
ans : used. sper farm: labor shired lab 
: ein 1945. tn 1945 2) san OAS ae oe 
; Percent Percent Number Percent - Number 9% 
Bey Western Specialty Crop 
: Areas, all farms 100 100 308 . 72 
a, Dairy 20 Ue ees 72 
if Poultry 7 6 pice tig 75 
Cattle. rey Bos ah 69 
i Fruit 21 32 48 87 
y, ‘Truck 5 Hie 416 89 
ieee “Potato Ba ve)s 699 95 
be ‘Hay, at tal 282 68 
er Sugar beet 3 4 334 a4 
Other 22 15 233 54, 


oO ---——-  --  - rr Oe eee! ses ae 


ie Estimates based on data from enumerative Samp) survey of the Bureau ope 
“aie Agricultural Economics. 


- han ) many farms in “nade specialty. areas, especially — 
no é are operated primarily by family labor. About oe 
of the farmers in the region did not, hire any labor in 1945. Some 

ha these farmers were producing primarily for home use, while others had 

mall specialty farms — poultry, fruit, or dairy. Two was the average 
number of all workers on dairy, poultry, cattle, hay, and the "other" 
farms in September. The average, nunber of family workers (operator and 
unpaid family workers) exceeded the average number of hired workers in 

September on these farms. These. were also the types- of farms on which 

the average farmer hired less than the regional average of man-days, of 

moetred Labor during the year. A large number of the farms classified as 

Nother! types in this report.were small units producing primarily for 

family use. But many of the dairy, poultry, cattle, and hay farmers 

 pere. important contributors to the commercial market. About 70 percent 

_ of them hired some labor during the year, and those who aid averaged | 

about one, hired hand, year Sie per. farm. 


ach of the special crop areas which make Up this region has a. 

‘distinctive pattern of labor requirements during the year. Even within 

an area there is often considerable variation, between different crops. 

Many migratory workers follow the harvest from area to area. For example 

they go from cotton, vegetables, and citrus in Arizona and Southern 

Poa lirorn ay during the winter and early spring to. fruits, vegetables, 
alfalfa hay, and sugar beets in the Delta and the Sacramento Valley in 

_ the summer and early fall. Some move into Idaho and Colorado. for: potatoes, 

sugar beets, or vegetable crops; others, go. north to Oregon and Washington 

ae harvest of hops, pears, and apples Ln the summer and fall, 


“Much of ae seca toes farm work in) & spar ee one area is Gone by 


Saree % temporary ened. vany moré women do nae ae work in te region 


than in the tlddle West or in the range areas, but considerably fewer 
_ than in the Sout! The farm work for which farmers here most often hire 
- ‘women are Rotine) ana jobs and harvest of strawberries, peaches , hops, 
E hiton.. grapes , potatoes., and some of the truck crops. "The truck crop 
| which women most commonly harvest is probably peas. ifuch of the work 
on these crops,-and- on sugar beets, hay, and other fruit and truck crops, 
aa: done .by Bien workers, The obeus range in size from about 5 to 100 
or more ‘workers. ‘iorkers in a crew are employed in a group, ane paid 
at the same wage rate, work on the same field, and are usually of a — 
imilar national backer round » Oren or Mer can desce ee or of Negroes do 
fy Filipino 
rews ane ‘most of the Ca. farorrita asp aragus. Some crews are yontlenes 
hrough labor contractors. In 1945, many of the workers hired in this 
gion were Mexican Nationals imported from Mexico under.an agreement 
oo. the two countries. ) 


vy ual th 
ato 


The ‘nna jority of the seasonal trorkers and about a third. of the 
Piece rates were the second 
common mode (abil Me hen ee seasonal workers. The average nourly 
paid seasonal workers in March, and that paid regular workers in 
3 of the 1945 survey periods, was Bee ae cats an hour. In May 
nd September , the average hourly rate paid seasonal workers was about 


74 cents an hour. Monthiy rates: with neater paid aaniene vorkers avera Giga 
about : $135.00 in 1945. ; 4 


‘Fruit and potato growers paid an average of over &7 00° a ak the or 
highest wages in the specialty areas in 1945. They were also the heaviest 
users of hired labor per farm. Potato growers in this region used more 
hired labor per farm during the year than growers in Aroostook County, _ 
Maine. Truck, hay, and dairy farmers paid an average of about $6.00 a 
day, the next highest wages on the West Coast. Lowest were paid by 
poultry, cattle, and other farmers, with averages arnund $5.00 a day. 


The length of the work day for hired laborers on truck farms aver— 
aged about 8 hours in the early spring and 9 hours in the late spring ; 
and fail (table 60). The averages on the other major types of farms in 
this region were between about 8S hours and 9% hours per day, The aver— 
age number of days worked per week on the reporting farm varied much - 
more widely between various types of farms than the length of the work 
day. Both varied with weather conditions and the type of work done. 
But number of days of work during the week on a particular farm was 
especially affected by the acreage and the condition of the crop to be 
harvested and with the number of workers hired to do the work. 


The number of days worked per week tended to be low for seasonal | 
work on truck, sugar beet or fruit farms. Workers cultivating truck in 
the early spring survey week averaged only 3.2 days, or 25 hours. on 
all types of farms in the region, the average farmer hired workers for 
40 hours during the week in the early spring and for about a 50-hour. 
week in the late spring and fall. | 


In general, the weges paid in California are lower in the south— 
ern parts of the State than in the North. In the Imperial Valley, the 
Ios Angeles area, and the Southern San Joaquin Valley a fairly large 
supply of Mexican labor is available. Also, the harvest season is rel-— 
atively long there. But in the North, supplies of workers available for 
farm labor are comparatively low. Both industrial and agricultural 
wages are higher in the San Francisco area. Within a section of the 
State, of course, wages vary considerably between the types of work, and 
there are exceptions to the above generalization (see chart sn page “él). 214 
Although wages tended to be a little higher in the. fall than in the-% 
spring of 1945 tke seasonal variation in wages in this region was not as 
pronounced as in other regions. 28/ There was, however, a greater in- 
crease in the average wage in this region from Merch to May, than from 
Way to September. 


¢ 


BU) Ex Except for the data on grape workers, the wages shown in this: chart 
have been published in reports on special! erop areas in the Bureau of © 
Agricultural Economics series, Surveys of Vages and ¥ wiaage Rates in 
Agriculture. 
28/ Similarly, the average hourly cash wages in the Cotton Belt changed 
little from spring to fall in 1945. a NG 
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HOURLY CASH WAGES OF HIRED FARM WORKERS 
DOING SELECTED TYPES OF FARM WORK IN 
SELECTED AREAS, CALIFORNIA, 1945 


— — — Pick peaches 


Pick peas —— 
Cut asparagus Ol Pick cherries 
Pick peaches 


Pick cherries — — 


Harvest lettuce — ——. ; : Prune and tie grapes 


Top and load — — —— Pick grapes 
sugar beets : ; —-—-- Pick peaches 
Pick plums 
=~ 7 >= Risk cotton 


Pick up 
potatoes 


Pick lemons — — — — 
Pick oranges : Bunch and 
75— —\- tie carrots 
Harvest lettuce 
Pick cantaloupes 


Operations underlined are in the fall; 
those not underlined are in the spring. 


- 


SOURCE: SURVEYS OF WAGES AND WAGE RATES IN AGRICULTURE 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 46477 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 


by eae of fara, ener specialty Crop Areas, 


eee ee 


Persene oe 


3 : Annual average H 
Type of farm t wage cost :- region's 
a es ve per day) swage bite 
Dollars  Perceny | 


western Specialty. Crop Areas, 


all farms 6.30 oo LOO K 
Dairy 6.10 4 
i Poultry - 5.15 ; 5 

| Cattle 5.15 5 ; 
. AMS aa b ely e 740 37 
Truck 6.05 6 
Potato fend 9 
Hay ae he mal 
4-90 15 f 


Estimates based on data from enunerative sample aaveys of the: 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
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i Wages paid dairy workers, most of whom were in the Los Angeles 
a er San Francisco area, were a little lower than the wages paid for hare 
ii vesting oranges or decane around Las Angeles, and considerably lower hi 
. than harvest wages in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Dairy wages, — 
however, were approximately the same as the average hourly cash wages : 
for the region as a whole in both the spring and the fall (table 61). 
In other regions, the average dairy wages were considerably lower than 
in this region, reflecting primarily the regional differences in wage — 
leveis. In the Dairy Region, the average dairy wages in the spring © 
were about the same as the regional averages. However, they were Lowe 
than the average fall wages which were increased by seasonal harvest — 
rates, Thus, dairy farmers! average annual cost of a day's farm work 
was about average for the region in the Vestern Sala) Crop Areas, 
‘but was Lower than average in woe Dairy Region: 


Dairy farms in the Los Angeles and San Francisco milk areas) 
‘show a degree of specialization....and large-scale operation Tod 
in no other area in the United States.... In San Francisco less than 
200 farms (1929) supply all the cities fluid milk requi irements.... 
However, Los Angeles displays a considerably higher degree of con— 

centration of cows on large dairies," 29/ "Many (dry-lot) dairies 
(in the Ios mic ays one) have no more than 3 or 4 acres of Land = 


- importance in detemining poe. evel of dairy workers in ere 

7 area. Next to the canning industry, the most impressive organization 
gains by the American Federation of Labor in the field of agriculture. 
and allied industries in the. 1301S ‘weré made among . dairies and cream— 

-eries in this area. 31/ During the war, however, dairy workers! wages 

were only partly determined by past collective bargaining and rose 
above the minimum set by uninn agreement largely in cee to con— 
petitive conditions among dairymen. 32/ 


‘As for parts of this region other than Pees a wages hada 
‘lettuce harvesters in Maricopa Cnunty, Arizona tended to be similar to 
the wage level in Imperial Valley or the fos Angeles area. Wages paid 
by fruit growers in Washington State are more like those in Northern 
California. The average was about $1.00 or a little more an hour for 
picking apples, or pears in the Yakima and Wenatchee Valley 33/ These 
wages were similar to those paid Ce ce nearby fruit farmers on the 
_ western edge of the Uheat Region. They paid an average of about $9.00 
a day in the fall, while in the Western Specialty Crop Areas as a whole, 
fall wages on fruit farms averaged ave $7.50 a day. This average was 
affected by the large number of grape harvesters in the San Joaquin: 
Valley who were paid less than apple, pear, or peach | harvesters in 
washington and Northern California, ~ 


3 / ‘Tabor and Other Factors PPS elie Dairy Production in the Los 


Angeles ifiilkshed, November 1942." Bur. Agr. Econ., February 1943, 
(Processed). _ : : é' 
_damieson, S tuart, Labor Unionism in American Agriculture, U. S. 
| Dept. Labor., Bull. No. 636 51945), page 155. oe 
i352) “Ste footnote 30. j 
33/ Wages and Wage Rates of Jie aa of Speck al ence in Selected 


pat 


the series, Surveys o of tages ee Down Agriculture, Bur. Fey 
ves prec’ ee (Processed). i | : ae | 
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worked by farm operators on Aes ss ae oe of farm in 
. he Western Specialty ar Ar reas, selected weeks of 1945 


rs 


“average. Sabon: of! la . . 
We eiiaed: ‘workers per farm: Average hours worked 
sreporting hired labor _ during week per worker 


:Total: rv :Total hired: 
V/s ‘Regular® ,Seasonal, Operator. ors 2/3 Regular 


Number Number Number Number Number _ Number “umber 


,Seasonal - 


3 


ne caer evel 40 57 32 
Mog i sia3 49 GO. sh Vaca 
CO SS a 4: 52 59 : 


eit BB i hae Be 
1 ae 18 57 
1.50 Al 58 


STIR pe ReA Oh RRM 
40. = 54 58. 
51 59 


52) 5 ees 
48 He 5S 
Lis oe eens 


Bi eco ell 
BOs eee 
Ny Sai 


| Z & “Twrerage A Rif eae ee 

ype OL pean ars 3" _Wages on_ reporting farm_ :___ worked on reporting f 
and week ea) % hh SHOuNS ee HOUrS tra, 

. — _ 2 Hourly: ‘Daily ; Weekly ‘per week : per day :pe 

‘Dollars Dollars Dollars Number Number Nu 


oe 


Bie-tacn Specialty 


Crop Areas, all farms ders 4 
March 18-24 267 495 27.30 40 


Bet.) May 29-26 oak 6670 36.30 49 ee oe 
—  -«—- September 16-22 yo WE20 yen Ok ar se le AY AS vas 
Be? Dairy = 
‘ March 18-24 — eos 5.90 36.70 58 Ce 6. 
: May 20-26 Sse 5.95 33.90 DS eco 8.4 be 
i Septenber 16-22 eth 6.40 30.10 — Al Signe he 
| Poultry i 
: March 18-24 aol ba, 29.80 Oo ene ee 
‘d May 20-26 Hoe 4.80 29.40 54 Se7 

_ September 16-22 259 B05 30.20 8.6 
ae Cattle 
ae March 19-24 °° soe 5.40 


Pe | May 20-26 x03 oaks) 
Pee September 16-22 Bo | OO 


A Fruit | ‘ 

ee, March 18-24 Pas Ser Ney 

c May 20-26 A oat 80 
Septanber 16-22 «SO 7260 


ee Truck 


March 18-24 208 5.30 
May 20-26 “68. / 6910 
September 16-22 089 Wed 


Potato 


| Mareh 18-24 | 66 6,CO 
May 20-26 pitas: 7.95 
September 16-22 e771 6.95 


Hay ; : 
March 18-24 _ 466 5.95 
May 20-26 aide 6.20 


September 16~22 68 6,30 


Sugar beet 
May 20-26 | Aer rei En, 
‘September 16-22 +64 5a 15 


lf Tr oe custom wore 


ager ee of work fuera tt Lt 


Be 

2 

3 

3 

Meine 8 
Cultivating truck 5 
Other cultivating 3 
Preharvest 52 
- Pruning grapes 43 
Other pruning a 
Other preharvest 8 
Dairy work 5 
Care of livestock and ranch work 2 
‘General fam work 4 
20-26 all work 100 
and preparation at 
ant 2. 
ultivating 22 
_ Chopping cotton 9 
_ Thinning sugar beets 5 


Thinning, weeding other crops 2 
Other cultivating 6 


el oD 
Pruning fruit trees 2 
Pruning grapes 22 
Spraying fruit 2 
Pee fe) 
Ha 14 
5 

4 

5 

3 

of livesteck and rench work 1 
al farm work 2 


i g grapes 


Sean survey week workers : 
a | Percent Heliare 
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Sone Here wages on : Days 
of piteds reporting farm:worked: 


; Hourly, BEE isa: : 
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"Regular: 


Percent of these. 
workers . 

:Seasonal,: 

snonecrew : 


Dollars Number Percent Percent Poroene | 
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Table er caeruee cas oH wee “a tine worked 
. seasonal workers doing selected eee 
Crop Areas, selected weeks of 1945 1/ — r 


?Percent :Gash wages on Days : 
Week on :of hired: ce paeane fam: Sariccds 
major type.of work s) Pam 0s . 
during survey week —_:workers : 

~~ Percent Dollars “Dollars Number 


Hourly. Daily, Regular 


Tractor driving Cao) SE Gs “i 5)) 
Dairy work =: cfc SPS ss 88 
Care of livestock and rench work 608). 5200 49 
General farm work 4 04.) hgs5 tenes 


¥ Exeludes custom workers. 
Crew workers and seasonal noncrew workers included,. 


| A. based on data from. enumerative sample ‘surveys of the Bureau of Agr UL) 
_ tural Economics. ee 


, “4 
Table 62.-Average cash wage rates paid hired farm workers doing selected - 
ypes of work, by selected modes of payment, Western Specs ; 
Crop Areas, selected weeks of 1945 17 


Week and major type OO Oo Monthty (rates 
of work during survey week- : without meals 2 

| Rollars 
March 18-24 © 

Cultivating truck 

Other cultivating 

Pruning grapes 

Other pruning 
“Dairy work RVG. 80" 9: 


May 20-26 
_ Chopping cotton 
_ Thinning, weeding other crops. 
Pruning fruit trees 
Pruning grapes 
opraying fruit , 
Trrigating 158.40 
Dairy work | Sraieamese sas. 


September 16-22 
Mialtriegating 
Picking grapes R 
_ Grading, packing grapes 
“Dairy work 


—_——  -— 
‘ 


aay Excludes custom rates. i oul 
af Includes some: workers receiving one ‘meal per day. 


| Estimates based cn data from Fe ee: sample” surveys of the Bure 
Agricultural Beonomics. PEE aiysy 4 


The amount and type of labor required in the Theat Reeton are 
affected by the fact that the labor requirements on wheat farms are 


peak times, many farmers have to hire labor for short periods; at 
other times even the family labor is not needed. In the winter wheat 
area, one peak is in September and October when labor is needed for 
land preparation and planting. The second, and even greater demand for 
isto. is for harvest work in July and August. In the spring wheat 
area, the high labor requirements are in April for planting and in July 
and August for harvest. The labor required on wheat farms at other 
times of the year is relatively low. About three-fourths of the farm- 
ers had wheat as their primary farm enterprise (table 63). Except for 
_ the Corn Belt, the average man-days of hired labor used per hiring farm_ 
in the Wheat orien during 1945 was lower than in any other commercial 
_ type-of—farming region. The average daily wages paid in this region 
were next to the highest in the Nation. 


Much of the demand for labor in this region is met by family 
workers. The average number of family workers per farm was higher here 
in September 1945 than in any other major type-of—farming region except 
the Cotton Belt. During the third week of September, 85 percent of the 
workers on wheat farms were operators or unpaid family members (table 64). 
At this time, only about a fifth of the wheat farmers were hiring labor. 
‘Their demand for hired workers was much greater during harvest in July 
and August. In the week, July 14-20, 19%46, a third of the wheat farmers 
were hiring workers. 34/ Nearly enough vorkers were hired that week to 
average one per wheat farm. The nunber of unpaid family members work— 
ing then was a little larger than in September, but the number of, hired 
workers was mors than 3 times as large. A large proportion of the har- 
vest workers hired vere ae workers and many were migratory. The 
two-thirds of the wheat f rs that used hired labor at some time dur- 
ing the year used an Soe of about 5 man-months, and most of this 
was concentrated in the harvest period. 


The amount of hired labor used on a wheat farm in 1945 seems small 
in comparison with the large amount of land in a farm unit. Farms were 

_ larger an the wheat areas than in any other major type-of—farming region 
except the. Range—Livestock Region. Of the wheat farms, less than a fifth 
were under 260 acres in 1945, and nearly half were over 500 acres (table 
65). Even of this latter group, about a fourth used no hired labor in 
1945 and less than a tenth hired more than one.and one-half man—years of 
- labor in 1945. Farmers who used hired labor during the year and who had 
hye value of products in 1944 of from $10,000 to $50,000 averaged only 
about one and one-half eee of alae Labor (table 66). 


3 34/ Data for the third week of July 1946 are estimates from the fourth 
_ National enumerative survey of wages and wage rates in agriculture, 
od ws the Bureau of Agricultural Economics: More data from this 
ee Mata published in Report Number 20 of this series. 


- extremely concentrated into two peak periods during the year. At the ae 


aces 


year, and cue aes arse of hired Labor 3 
by type of farm, Wheat Region, 1945 
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ee 


Tota: ena ali aoe 
man—days siman—da ys:reporting | 
of hiredz:of hired: some 
labor : labor : hired 
used sper farm: labor _ 
in! LOGS) sare 945 2 a 9A: n 
Percent Percent Number | : “Percent _ 


os 
ee ee 


Type of farm | Farms 


ee 20 


oe 898 fe 


Wheat Region, all farms 100 + 100 °©# 103 


7 53 73 oa! 
3 23M SL OGe 
2% o 


Oo ee Bans 


Berets based on data from enumerative sample survey hig ae Bureau o 
Agricultural Economies...) ie By ee. 


Ath} the last 50 years, wheat production has become more and mo: 
mechanized. Over three-fourths of .the wheat acreage in the country : 
194.5, was pont recharmied oa Spy In 1945, the average value of farm 
equipment on farms in the- wheat country ves $2, 450%: Farms were more 
mechanized there than in any major type-of—farming region. In addition 
to the machinery owned by farn operators, custom vorkers who furnished 
combines as well as labor did much of the harvest work for farmers who 
did not ovn machinery. As the use of machinery in this region has i 
creased, there has been a decrease in the number of hired workers ‘ne 
for harvest work. 


. «Many of the wheat harvesters in 1946 were employed in crews 
Often ‘the farmer paid a rate for the job or a rate by the acre, by the 
bushel or by the day to the crew leader who furnished combines , truck 
or other equipment. The crew leader then hired the necessary helpers h 
-@t an acre, bushel, day, or other type of wage rate. Some Duet use: 
their own Boe pent and hired individual POtmena Oh ‘ 


¢ In the third week of Septenbor 1945, a fons india toa hined: 
workers were still. tnareshing wheat, but no threshing crews vere :fo nN 
in the sanple. In:the spring, Behera fara work was. the primary ty 
of work done by hired farm workers on wheat farms. The nost commor 


357. "ear eetine ‘Small Grains’ and Utiieatien of the Straw, 


ete “ashington, D. D. he June fea Wen Tae: 


barat hak 
Sd ty 


4 


eS ver a 


1/ Includes a few farms with grain other than wheat or corn as the 
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Table 64.—Number of family and hired workers employed on wheat farms, 
classified by man-days of hired labor used during the year, 
Wheat Region, selected weeks of 1945 and 1946 1/ 


rs mm ee 


Average employment per farm 


Nee. : ss during. survey week 
Week and man—days | :Percent: ; : : : Hired 
of hired labor : CLF 8 : 2Unpaid : :workers 
used in 1945 x whos wt Tota -s :family : Hired +: as 
; farms :workers:Operator:menbers: workers: percent 


; Se iki ae coe sof total 


ir a 
nee ee. 


Percent Number Nuwiber Number Number Percent 


July 14-20, 1946 100 2659 09k 276 SOON anos 
September 16-22, 1945 100 1.89 ey BET ep ns SReay 13 
September 16-22, 1945 
No hired labor ; 
during year 30 1.84 096 088 0 - 
1-74 man-days 46 aie 397 soe 5 9 
75-374 man—days | ai Ren] -98 064, »65 - a9 
375 or more man—days 3 2.96 ,93 O07 18 46 


principal product. 
2/ Who worked 15 hours or more on the farm during the week. 
3/ Includes custom workers. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics. 


type of wage rate paid on wheat farms during the March, May, or September 
1945 survey weeks was the monthly rate with meals, which averaged $94.60 
in May and $98.20 in September. A daily rate with meals also was prev— 
alent on wheat farms. However, iost of the hired farm workers employed 
during these weeks were working on the other farms in the region, such 
as cattle, dairy, sugar beet, or fruit farms. 


Most of the fruit growers in the region are in the western part 
of the Northwestern wheat area in washington State and Oregon. Although 
they represented only 3 percent of the farmers, they were some of the 
heaviest users of hired labor. They employed about a fourth of the 
region's man-days of hired labor during the year. Most of the fruit 
growers hired some labor, and they averaged 4% man-years of hired labor 
per hiring farm for the year. Many of the hired workers spraying fruit 
trees, picking apples or grading and packing were employed in crews, 
The wages paid for this type of work were higher than for other work 
done at these times (teble 69). Much of the work on fruit farms was 
done at an hourly rate. 


The high wages. paid by pouty growers, about 
spring and $9.00 a day in the fall, are an Coe ci t f 
average wages in the Wheat Region Cape: 68). Fheat harvest wages, 
which were higher than wages for other types of work on wheat farms, — 
also contributed to the region's high average labor costs. — Tho annual 
average cost of a day of farm work in this region was $5.45, not in— — 
cluding custom—-work wages, which cover rent of machinery as well as Rie 
labor. This average wes next to the highest anong the typeof feria | 
regions. ‘wages paid for work other than spraying, picking or packing 
fruit or harvesting wheat were not as high, although they were SstiLk va . 
higher than the wages for the same work in nearby regions. For exauple , 
the daily earnings of workers doing general farm work in March averaged — 
$2.90 in the Corn Belt and $3.20 in the VWheat Region. Workers plowing — 
and planting in May were paid an average of about $3.85 in the Corn. 
Belt and about $4.40 a day in the Wheat Region. ‘heat farmers in May 
were paying an average of $3.40 a dey in the Corn Belt, and $3.80 acu 
day in the Range- tivestock Region, but $4.60 a day in the heat Region 
The relatively high wage level in this region probably . edntal bied to 
the limited use of hired labor. This factor, however, seens less 
important than the extremely concentrated nee of hired labor at two 
times of the year by wheat farmers with little use of labor in. other 
periods, or the increased. efficiency of a worker with the present © 
iaechanical harvest methods. 
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Table 65.—Distribution of wheet farms in the “wheat Region by adres in 
arm and by man—dayvs of hired ta bor used in 1945 1/ 


a Acrés in farms 
Man—days of hired Be est mes ee ie INA To 
labor in 1945 : All: Under ; Z0- + 260-2 380- 2-and 
papers (2) LAO" 7° a59" 2) 379 2 OO Ovems 


re SST, PE SE Se eee 


Percent Percent ‘Percent nt Percent Fercent Percent 


Wheat farms 7 100 2 16 21 / 44 
No hired labor 30 yt 6 6 6 LL 
1-74 men—days L6 1 & ies 8 Ly 
75-374 man—days 2 ey 2 3 3 13 
375 or tore ser ah 3 — 2/ eve 2/ 3 


1/ Includes ¢ few ferms with grain other then wheat or corn os the 


principal aE: 
Pye Less than 0.5 percent. 


Estimates based on dete from enumeretive sample survey of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 


n wheet farms 


fable 66.—Use of-—nired labor and annuel cash labor co 5 
et or traded in 


hiring Vabor in Mey, by vaiue of produ 
1944,. heat Hegion, 1945 1 


sAverage man—: Aversge : Average :Annual cash 
sdays of hired: dzily cash : annual :lebor cost 
ewer Used ie) coslyot 3 ce.sh $02). ferme 
Value of preducts sold sin 1945 per : Naar ces. ; labor 28S percent 
or traded in 1944 cL aTeL Thi ees. oy Labor : cost per 301, value oF 
2 an. Max, gp) in 1945 = shiring farms prodvezs 
Number ollars Ibliars — Percent 


Nheat ferms 


Under $4,000 182 3,30 600 3) 
4, 000-5, 999 200 3,85 770 ales 
6, 000-9, 999 269 Aad eu 14 
10, 000-15. 5999 406 5325 ee0 LA 
20, 000--50, 000 326 6.10 1,980 6 


Includes 2 few farms with grein other than wh 1eat or corn 2s the 
2 ae al product. 


! 


Pstimates constructed indirectly from data on farmers hiring labor in May 
1945 and all fermers hiring labor in 1945 from enumerative sample surveys 
of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. The aversge value of products 
sold wes assumed to be the mid-velue of the intervel shown. 


Table 67 .-Hirea workers per pane on farms Pecan Gine iced. labor and 
worked by farm operators and hired workers, by type. repity farm 
in the Wheat Region, selected weeks of 1945 Aue Semana yA 

Bee put nte le oe “Average number of hired ;_ 
Type of farm, + workers per farm Reports ely a 
and week eve. ine hired oe : 


ee ee 


wheat Region, 

all farms 

March 18-24 1.253 1.19 APS | 
May 20-26 1.79 0J7 78 
- September 16-22 2035 -66 1.64 
Wheat 3/ 

March 18-24 1622: 2, 17 
May 20-26 . ee 282 Pe 
September 16-22 1.36 re 
Fruit 

September 16-22 14.67 pase ay 


Number eee Number WV utes : TiGaber 


1/ Includes custom workers. ; 

2/ Excludes time worked by custom workers. 
3/ Includes 

product. 

4/ Estimate 

class. 


Estimates based on data from enwnerative sample surveys of the Bureau. of, 
Agricultural Economics. ‘ ¥ 
Table 68.—Cash wages and time worked by hired farm workers, by type of 
farm in the Wheat Region, selected weeks of 1945 af Ne: 
Average cash wages on sAvorage. time onan eae 
. reporting farm __:_on reporting farm. 
Type of farn, “4 : : Hours: Hours: Days — 
and week pees ; 


per per per 


te. ee ee oo ee 


week 3: day : week _ 
Dollars Haas “Dollars Number Number Nusber 


Wheat Region, all farms 
March 18-24 ag ass | , 28.30 
May 20-26 252 29.90 
September 16-22 269 BOLO 
Wheat 2/ 
March 18-24 24.50 
May 20-26 | Jae 27 .00 
September 16-22 26.80 
Pruit 
March 18~24 yn ew SO 
May 20-26 eon) nhc uies ® 
September 16-22 i Meo a ik 


1/ Excludes custom workera: 
2/ Includes a few farms with grain other than mes, or corn a. 
ean ee 


si 9) 


Table 69.-Average cash weges and time worked and proportion of regular 
and seasonal workers doing selectéd types of work in the 


; a Wheat Region, selected weeks of 1945 1/ 
sPercent: Cash wages on ; lays ; Percent of these 
Fa Week and major : of  : reporting farm:worked; workers 
me’ type of work dur-~ ; hired ; : ere) (iis :Seasonal, : 
ing aL ey. week :workers;Hourly : Deily ; week :Regular: n oncrew Crew 
es PO a ee paricen te Tbliars ) Dollars Number Percent Percent Percent 
t March 16-24, all wo PROVO Gi og ok. 70 6.0 82 i Tey 
. Gericral farm work “ 28 New Fi ee 642: 85 ce - 
aes May 20-26, all work 100 Neate see Sige 56 Py hay Th 
| Land preparation 20 49 BeOS 5.8 63 37 - 
b Plowing abe Ad dO See peels ge 34 - 
ike ‘Other land pre- 
a paration Minny oe eee B50) (60 40 - 
| Planting 29 PAL EN Aw oe Da 5 45 * 
Cutting seed 
potatoes 9 hie 655 he o 98 i 
Other plenting 20 Beh 4.05 sae 79 21 = 
Pre-harves Ad Sie? ge 566 46 a og 
Spraying fruit LOGY ees 6495 59 34. 6 60 
Pruning. fruit tress 6 ry 750 138 62 38 - 
Other pre-harvest 5 aot 6,15 Gul 48 A 48 
September 16-22, 211 work 100 009 6595 Doe 29 eee 
Harvest ee aise aie: 730 eh 20 46 34 
Threshing Wie alee: whe pete 49 26 74 
Picking applés ~~. 25 093 9.05 Bata ee 21 67 
Other harvest. Peeve Wa ME: 6,35 pet 3 5a 20 
Grading, packing » eae 
apples 8 ay 9.20 Le _ Bip 43 
1/ Excludes custen : WOrkeré. 
ne Crew workers end sezsonal’noncrey workers included. 
B Estimates besed on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of 


Agriculture] Economics. 


> APPENDIX 


Reliability of Sample Estimates 


The three national enumerative surveys of farm wages and wage 
rates in March, May and September 1945, on which this report is pri- 
marily based, are a new part of the BAE farm wage statistics work. 
The differences between the nature of the wage data obtained in these ~ 
surveys and data previously available are discussed in detail in : 
Appendix A of Reports Nose 4, 7 or 16 of the series, Surveys of heey 
- and Wage Rates in Agriculture. | 


rs . b6 Coverage of surveys. 


In each ef the three national enumerative surveys in 1945. enu- 
merators visited a sample of abnut 20,000 farm operators in 158 countie 
throughout the country. A map showing the sample counties and a de- 

| scription of the methed of selecting the farmers to be enumerated are 
given in Appendix B of Reports Nos-\4, 7 or 16 of this series. The 
number of farmers enumerated and the number of hired farm workers em- 
ployed on the sample farms during each of the survey weeks are shown 
in Table 70 of this Appendix for each type—of—farming region. These | 
major type-of—farming regions, cut across state lines and may include 


ii 


a A SI 2 Tt 


pes ees 


Pe _ parts of several major group-of-state regions — the Northeast, North 
Central, South and West. (See map on page 2.) Estimates were ipade for 
Bid “ each of the type-of-—farming regions by sub-grouping the sample cases 


according to their group-of-state region. Then group—of-state regional © 
expansion factors were used to weight the information from that part of 
region to the type—of-farming region level. These expansion factors _ 
were based on the sampling rates, 1 out of every 97 farms in the Norte 
east, 1 out of every 332 in the North Central, 1 out of every 481 ins 
the South, and 1 out of every 134 in the West. 


2. Number of sample cases underlying averages. 


All estimates based on sample surveys are subject to sampling 
: error, with averages for large numbers of sample cases having smaller — 
oie sampling errors than those for small numbers of sample cases. Aver— as 
ages have not been shown in this report for groups with fewer than 20 © 
7 cases in the sample, and for most groups averages were based on 100 
.or more sample cases. The estimated percentage of hired farn workers 
in a region which fall in a particular classification may be applied — 
against the number of workers in the sample shown in Table 70 to 
indicate the nunber of workers involved in any average. 


chs 


Y 3. Type of work estinates. 


Estinates of the pereentage of hired farm workers renee doing 
a, aie type of work As the survey week are less reliable ca 
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the survey se a Unies ais may be ised te) indicate 
underlying ‘the estimates of average ene a for the “par 
OL work. 


method of classification unduly limited the Bees ees a : 
eases on which estimates of wages ee workers reelee oe : 
ones workers (with some eect Co Boy 


the season. In this report, poe Gee of wages paid on a fa 
cover all workers except custom workers. But estimates of wages p 
workers doing primarily dairy work during the survey week are based. “ 
only on cases who did not, also ahs field work as a principal type 
of work that week. 


Some farmers reported that "general farm work" was the major 
job, although this classification was not requested. In such cases, 
the worker was so classified. 
workers doing general farm vork were included in thats’ category. Man 
of them ey be classified according ‘to a epecaiic operation. : 


‘4. Estimates of _annual average cash wage cost FOr a day of farm 1 wo 


Estimates are reser en in this report of the average cash wage 
cost fora pn on a rere ve | ne for each Pieler region ; 


Veys.e iat aie on workers art ede Tor computation ee 
the average daily wage for January is assumed to be the same as fo a 
blarch. Nee average daily wages for each of the four La of the 


Pehl byne ey ea of farn at ‘eae tines to: give. a 1945 ee average 
daily wage cost. The nuaber of workers used as wei-hts for March, | 
and Septenber are expanded estimates from the farm wage surveys. Ri 
the January weight, the nwaber of hired farn workers employed in 
(as estinated fron-the farn wage surveys) was adjusted downward b 
ratio of January to March hired farm employment as reported in Farm 
labor for the group of states most nearly approxinating the type-of— 
farming regions as delineated for this report. (Estimates publi eh fe It 
in Farm Labor by the Bureau ag prseah yarantibenlsty Economics are based. v 
crop reporter data.) : 


5- Comparison of estimates’ from n the farm wage surve} 
from Census. 


In Table 71, selected estimates from the farm wage Surv 
compared with those from the 1945 Census of Agriculture. The 
wage bill for the average farm in each of the major type-of—fa 
regions is shown, although it should be Sh that one oe a 
1944 and the Cie for ee 
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than the total number shown by the Census. — yi, pe . oa 
The estimated percentage distributions of farms. in 1945 ang 
the major type-of--farming regions from the two sources are very | 

The greatest single difference is in the Cotton Belt, where the fa 
wage surveys, nave a little higher proportion of the farms than the 
1945 Census of Agriculture. Within the Cotton Belt, the farm wage 
surveys had a greater proportion of farms in the Delta than the 
Census of Agriculture showed. This may be due in part to sampling 
error and in part to difficulties in treating sharecroppers in a 
manner comparable with Census methods. Because the Delta has a high- 
er proportion of farmers who are sharecroppers than other parts oy 
the Cotton Belt, the proportion of sharecroppers among all cotton 
farmers in the Belt, shown in table 23, may be eas 


he 


oe of hired labor and Bonu cash labor costs per 
farm, United States and major type-of—farming i 
Ee SD wean Cia AU A due ONC TCO as Tey) RS ule Veet Me Mal iat Me Bs 8 


Selected Ha armani pet on farms, population and income 
 -in each major type-of-—farming region in the United : 
peer ae ao and 1945 OL ye 0) Sw mW Bes et ONE OL Um Olt Li 


optstrvutdon: of farms by man-days of 1k hired and 
distribution of total man-days of labor hired during 
me year, major : type-of-farming regions, 1945.... « « e » 12 
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Hired employment per farm, selected weeks of TOA Bice 
and total employment rer farm, September 16-22, 1945, | 
major AE om patna ed (3 regions M Bie eiie we ite:teuuemiet iy 1B ee 


Table 5. ‘Hired. workers per farm on ee Ses nied labor, 
ey -. and time worked by farm operators and hired workers, 
major type-of-farming regions, selected weeks of 1945 APA 


. Cash wages and time worked by hired farm workers, 
major type-of-farming regions, selected weeks of 1945 15 © 


Table 7. Average daily value of perquisites and cash wages 

ie received in May by those workers employed May 20-26, 
1945, by selected types of farm, major. geographic. « 
aia of a UTE UEGIe CATES 6 Aille Swine Wel cen ys Gwin ie. is) aan 
Mone LaAbLe:.8s Nena Hea wage rates ae proportion Be Fenian and: 

aie - seasonal workers receiving each type of rate, major 
UA Metesi as ese selected weeks of 1945 . ete i? 


Table 9. pisiri bution of farms by ne: for major type-of~ 
a Edie regions, 1945 - + © ce ee ee we eee wwe 20 


Table 10. Distribution of farms and man-days of hired labor 
me used during year, and the average man-days of hired : oy 
labor used per farm, by type of farm, Corn.Belt, 1945 ae aes: 


ble 11. Number of family and hired workers employed on corn-— 
. other crop farms, classified by man-days of hired 
. labor used during the year, Corn Belt, Septerber 
"i 16-22 , ons ties aon Gite en wnis tor ei) aire terion Veni el jtarcie Pde 
> avorage ue Maee rates -paid bined farm workers on 
selected types of farms, by selected modes of Payments AS 
Corn Se Betcha weeks Of 1945 + se te ew ow PLE 
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Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


The estimated annual wage cost of a day of hired farm 
work, by type of farm, Corn Belt, LOKD ore a do eee 


Use of hired labor and annual cash Labor pee on corn 
farms and on hog farms hiring labor in May, by value 
of products sold or traded in 1944, Corn Belt, 1945. . 


‘Hired etapLoyment per farm, selected weeks of 1945, and 


total employment per farm, September 16-22, 1945, by 
type of farm in Corn Belt. « - 6 » se «6 © «© © wo © © 


Hired workers per farm on farms reporting hired labor, 


and time worked by farm operators and hired workers, 
by type of farm.in the Corn Belt, ‘selected weeks of 
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Cash wages and time worked by hired farm workers, by 
type of farm in the Corn Belt, selected weeks of 1945. 


Average cash wages and time worked and proportion of 


regular and seasonal workers doing selected types of 


work in the Corn Belt, selected weeks of 1945. . . « « 


Cotton Belt 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


19. 


20. 
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agye 


256 


Distribution of cotton farms in the Cotton Belt by 
tenure of the operator and by man—days of hired labor 
Used oi nM LOL Sloat (a Meee. (aoe nie CO Oh On Op GL BFS Ost OTe tae 


Distribution of cotton farms in the Cotton Belt by 
acres in farm and by HR gase of hired labor used 
aus) 1945 e ° e s ® . e e e © e © 3 e@ e oe e ® e e eo eo 


Distribution of farms and man-days of hired labor 
used during year and the average man-days of hired 
labor used per farm, by type of farm, Cotton Belt, 
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Cash wages and time worked by hired farm workers on 
cotton farms in the Eastern, Delta, and Western 
Cotton Belt, selected weeks of 1945 . og Reo nes itenie 


The estimated annual wage cost of a day of hired farm 
work , by type of farm, Cotton Belt, 1945. . « « .e e 


Average cash wages and time worked on cotton. farns 
and on corn farms, by race and sex of hired farn 
workers, «Cotton! Bolit/,<1 045.0 st suaipigiawes se ueae wee 


Number of family and hired workers employed on cotton 
farms classified by ran-days of hired labor. used 
during the year and acres in crops, Cotton Belt, Ke 


September 16—22, 1945 . pial CiKe via ee Veit alae weae elle event ann ; 


Table 26. 


Table 27. 


Table 28. 


Table 29, 


Table 30. 
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Hired employment per farm, selected weeks of 1945, and 
total employment per fan, September 16-22,.1945, by 
type of farm in Cotton Belt CMe ie Rr iRi es leis te Tel goes alee 


Hired workers per farm on farms reporting hired labor, 
and time worked by farm operators and hired workers, by 
type of farm in the Cotton Belt, selected weeks of 1945 


Cash wages and time worked by hired. farm workers, by 
type of farm in the Cotton Belt, selected weeks of 1945 


Average cash wages and time worked and proportion of 
régular and seasonal workers doing selected types of 
work in the Cotton Belt, selected weeks of 19%45 ... s 


Average cash wage rates paid hired farn workers doing 
selected types of work, by selected modes of So hase ine 
Cotton Belt, selected mecles COE OLS uice ye Soa ren eet.a dealt 


Dairy Region 


Table 31. 


“Table 32. 


Table 33. 


Table 34. 


Table 35. 


Table 36. 


: iPable. 37. 


Table 38. 


Distribution of farms: and. man-deys of hired labor used 
during year, and the average man-days of ‘hired labor 


~used per farm, by type of farm, Dairy Region, 1945.4\\e/'. 


The estimated annual wage cost of a day of hired farm 


work, by type of farm, Dairy Region, 1945 . «2 + 5 « » 


Hired Mielec per farm, selected weeks of 195, en 
total employment per farm, Septenber 16-22, 1945, t 


' type of farm-‘in the Dairy REST OMS ie Leite te te Te Ae. eevee 


Nuaber of family and hired workers employed on dairy, 
farms, classified by man-days of hired labor used 
during the year and acres in crops, Dairy Region, 
September 16-22 , LOLS ¢ o « Ni EMS MnicelTUr “Sou GantN Wallnt Gault ule Sam DIN ll ervey EMEC Sater 


Hired workers per farm on farms reporting hired labor, 
and time worked by farm operators and hired workers, 
by type of farm in the Dairy Region, selected weeks of 


1945. e he € ° ° Gs. eis) 8 & ® ® Oy Sus ce o 4% e ] @ ° 6 ) 
Cash wages and time worked by hired farm workers, by 
type of farm in the Dairy Region, selected weeks of 
1945. ¢ 4 70 RRO ae ) > @ °* Ce eh isthe TW Ne a e we e ° * 


Cash wages and timc worked by hired farm workers on 
dairy farms in the Dairy Region, selected weeks of 1945 


Use of hired labor and annual cash labor costs on dairy 


..farms hiring labor in lay, by value of products sold or 


tmaded in’ 1944 ,'Dairy Region; L945. . oe e''e e ee 6 8 
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Table 39. 


Table 40. 


Average cash wages and time neces and pecrortt on OE 
regular and seasonal workers doing selected types of. 
work in the Dairy Region, selected weeks of 1945... 


Average. eae wage rates paid hired farm workers. on 
selected tynes of farms, by selected modes of payment, 
Dairy Region, selected weeks of ries oo oe ew 


General and Self-Sufficing Region 


Table 41. 


fable 44, 


Table 45. 


pobapie 2.6% 


Table 47. 


The estimated annual wage cost of a day of hired farn 
work, by type of farm, for the General and Site 
Sufficing Region, 1945 « aia 6) wing cies wre yiecca eigen is lie 
Average cash wage rates paid hired farm workers on 
dairy farms, by selected modes of payment, General and 
Self-Sufficing Region, selected weeks of 1945. . .. 


Distribution of farms and man—days of hired labor used 
during year, and averege man-days of hired labor used 
per farm, by type of farm, General and Self-Sufficing 
Region, 1945 or et a Brera. « eee) 2 4a Ke a Oe te. “rin SrineleL UL 6 ato ale lemne 


Hired employment per farn, selected weeks of 1945, and 
total employment per farn, September 16-22, 1945, by 
type of farm in the General and self-Sufficing Becient 


Hired workers per fara on farms reporting hired labor, 
and time worked by farm operators and hired workers, 
by type of farm in the General and Self-—Sufficing 
Région, selected weeks 105194 5.20 ly io qiwe are tele senor ie aly 


Cash wages and tine worked by hired farm workers by 
type of farm in the Gene eral and Self-Sufficing Region, 
selected weeks of A945. - 00) LP NW etient eh nia Chel ecwe ne i etelethloi ene 


Average cash wages and time worked and proportion of 
regular and seasonal workers doing selected types of 


work in the General and Self-Sufficing Region, 
selected weeks of TOASu. ® 0.6. Og 105 + fe 8 ee 6 Pie e 


Range—Livestock Region 


Table £82 


Table 49. 


Table 50- 


Distribution of farms and men-days of hired labor used 


during year, and the average man-days of hired labor 


used per farm, by type of farm, Range—Livestock 
Region, L945 OF eM ee! tM ey ee AW ire ell ee Ivica | pale hG rN A satire 


The estinated annual wage cost of a day of hired a 


work, by type of farm, Range-Livestock Region, 1945. 


Hired employment per farm, selectéd weeks of 1945, and 
total employment per farm, September 16-22, ‘1945, by 


type of fara in the Range—Livestock Region en ko te Sele 


pensions and bired workers, 


Tabl sae beat veges ae time - Cae by hired farm workers , by 
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abl e Be 


type of farm in the Range-Livestock Region, selected 
weeks of POA5S ss v e OS Ripe a) « a ° ° o* @ © * a ° ° 
“Average cash wages and time worked and proportion be 
regular and seasonal workers doing selected types of 
work in the Range—Livestock Region, selected weeks 


a ee nee i cca 


Average cash wage rates paid hired farm workers doing 
selected types of work, by selected modes of paynent, 
Range—Livestock Region, selected weeks of 1945 .°. «6 


Average cash wage rates paid on hay and cattle ranches 
in the Vest, by selected modes of payaent , selected 
weeks of 1945» SUMS EAG SMe ERM CB hohe Walt es deli oor Bliunigiiine (niemica ye 


oi “Distribution of farns and man-days of hired labor used 


oe ean) and average man-days of hired labor used 
per farm, by type of farm, Western Specialty Crop 
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The estimated annual wage cost of a day of hired farm 
work, by type of farm, Western Specialty Crop Areas, 
LOLS 6 e e e e e a 2 " ° 9° & v e 2 ‘ ce € e oO ST) s e ° hed 


Hired employment per farn, Benseean weeks of 1945, and 
total employment per farti, September 16-22, 1945- by 


type of ee in Western ‘Specialty Crop Areas He ei nrotve 


fined workers per caret on farms reporting hired Labor, 
and time worked by form operators and hired workers, 
by type of farm in the Western Specialty Crop Areas , 


selected weeks SEO ILEN Big Whe ero) laliiehs Tee, aE hip ae arenes oak ei a 
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Cash wages and time worked , by ‘hired farm workers ,\by 
tyne of farm in the eee Specialty Crop Arcas , 
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Average cash wages ie tine worked and proportion of 
regular and seasonal workers doing selected types of 
work in western Specialty Crop Ar reas , selected weeks 


; of 1945 o 4 


_ Average: cash wage rates paid hired farm workers doing 
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